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PREFACE.

TeE lives contained in this volume will be found to be inte-
resting, most of them being written by the contemporaries of ‘the
departed. <« To arrange the worthies of humanity irr groups, not
so much with reference to the mere pursuits in which they were
engaged, or the region in which they moved, but illustrated,
rather, by the more subtle distinctions, which give a character and

bias to their minds, is indeed a pleasant task.”

The Editor claims no great credit for this work, other than for
untiring industry in collecting, from the kindness of their authors,
the memoirs now presented in this volume to the public, and in
enrolling the names and memoirs of those wise, charitable, and
brave men, whose fame and great actions in life, give Philadelphia
a character for benevolence, science, literature, and the fine arts.

The likenesses of David Rittenhouse, Stephen Girard, Bishop
White, and Robert Morris, will not be found among our illus-
trations : their images are the household idols of many families;
their portraits can be seen anywhere, and almost everywhere, and.
there is no danger of their memories being lost to posterity. We
have done our best to furnish fine specimens of art, in likenesses

of those of a more recent date.

We are under obligations to the Hon. Horace Binney, the Hon.
Samuel Breck, the Hon. Joseph R. Chandler, the Hon. Henry D.
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Gilpin, Charles J. Biddle, Esq., P. P. Morris, Esq,, Samuel Hood,
Esq., Dr. William Elder, Thomas L. Kane, Esq., Thomas Balch,
Esq., C. B. Trego, Esq., Mr. William Brotherhead, and others, for
important assistance rendered to us, and to whom we desire to
express our thanks,

We are indebted to Messrs. Rice & Hart, the proprietors of
the valuable standard work, the National Portrait Gallery, for
important memoirs, and extracts of memoirs, which we could not
readily find elsewhere; and to that work we take pleasure in
referring for more full and extended biographies of some of our
eminent Philadelphians.

We have taken the liberty of making a few extracts from Mr.
John F. Watson’s able and fascinating Annals of Philadelphia.

‘We are not asserting too much when we say, that the portraits
from the burins of Messrs. John and Samuel Sartain will meet
with the fullest approbation from the admirers of the fine arts.

PHILADELPHIA, October, 1859,
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INTRODUCTION.

Meuorrs of distingunished men are, in the aggregate, the history of the

times in which they lived. History is made, like the sea, from many sources.
The thousands of rivers and lakes that empty themselves into the vast body
of the ocean, are in the aggregate lost when embodied in one immense
whole; the mighty Mississippi may be traced in its progress, and gulfs may
be formed by immense streams, so as to be made out in a chart;—so is it
with man. Obscure men sometimes are the causes of great revolutions;
but it is impossible, like so many rivers that run into the ocean, to mark
them out ; but there are men whose thoughts have flowed as strong and as
powerful as the mightiest of rivers, and whose names are indelibly fixed on
our memories.

He who assists to preserve those landmarks—those intellectual giants,
for the admiration of posterity, does great service to mankind. What
should we be like, if by some means or other it would be possible to erase
with one stroke the names of Shakspeare, Dante, Voltaire, Kant, Goethe,
Schiller, Washington, Franklin, and thousands of others, from the scroll
of fame? There is only one answer,—brutes. Then it is self-evident that
it is one of the most important acts we can perform, to record the deeds of
the mighty intellects of the day.

To become acquainted with the history of the past is the desire of every
educated man. Not to know it, lowers us at once in the scale of human
intelligence. We can form some idea of the difficulties of not knowing
history when we come to investigate the early history of Christianity.
Tertullian and Josephus have handed down to us some contemporary his-
tory, bat still far from satisfactory ; we fain would know more of those
times that ushered in a new era, of the very greatest importance to the
boman family. The student of ecclesiastical history can best tell the
difficulties attending such an inquiry.

The writings of the apostolic fathers have added much to our knowledge
of Christianity ; without them we should be in darkness on many points
they elucidate. The destruction of the Alexandrian library is the greatest
loss to history that has ever taken place; with it, it is fair to surmise, that
many important historical questions, which aré now doubtful, would be
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TrE lives contained in this volume will be found to be inte-
resting, most of them being written by the contemporaries of ‘the
departed. ¢ To arrange the worthies of humanity irr groups, not
so much with reference to the mere pursuits in which they were
engaged, or the region in which they moved, but illustrated,
rather, by the more subtle distinctions, which give a character and
bias to their minds, is indeed a pleasant task.”

The Editor claims no great credit for this work, other than for
untiring industry in collecting, from the kindness of their authors,
the memoirs now presented in this volume to the public, and in
enrolling the names and memoirs of those wise, charitable, and
brave men, whose fame and great actions in life, give Philadelphia
a character for benevolence, science, literature, and the fine arts.

The likenesses of David Rittenhouse, Stephen Girard, Bishop
White, and Robert Morris, will not be found among our illus-
trations : their images are the household idols of many families;
their portraits can be seen anywhere, and almost everywhere, and
there is no danger of their memories being lost to posterity. We
have done our best to furnish fine specimens of art, in likenesses
of those of a more recent date.

We are under obligations to the Hon. Horace Binney, the Hon.
Samuel Breck, the Hon. Joseph R. Chandler, the Hon. Henry D.






EMINENT PHILADELPHIANS.

JAMES ABERCROMBIE, D.D.

Dr. ABERCROMBIE was a learned and eloquent clergyman of the
American Protestant Episcopal Church, and was born about the
year 1758. During a part of his life, at least, he performed the
double duty of a classical teacher and of a parish priest, to enable
him to support a large and growing family. For many years he
was one of the associated rectors of Christ Church, St. Peter’s, and
St. James’s. In classical literature and impressive eloquence he had
few superiors, perhaps none, among his brethren. As a teacher of
youth, and as a preacher, he was widely known. He was twice
married. He died at Philadelphia, the home of his long life, June
26th, 1841, in his eighty-fourth year.

ROBERT AIKEN.

RoBerr AIKEN was a printer of Philadelphia, and a highly
respectable citizen thereof. In September, 1782, the demand for
Bibles being great, and the price of them high, in consequence of
the war, he published the first American edition of it; and Con-

gress having appointed the Rev. Dr. William White, afterwards
2
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SAMUEL ARCHER.

BY WILLIAM D. LEWIS.

SAMUEL ARCHER was born at or near Columbus, in Burlington
County, New Jersey, in the spring of the year 1771. He came to
Philadelphia about the year 1800, and entered into the retail dry
goods business; at length he became one of the largest importers
and shipping merchants, and one of the great pioneers of the im-
mense trade Philadelphia enjoys.

He was the senior partner of the firm of Samuel Archer & Co.
(Robert L. Pittfield being the copartner), and of Archer & Bispham.
(Stacey B. Bispham having come in on the retirement of Mr. Pitt-
field). The business of the house, for that day, was immense, hav-
ing reached in a single year over two millions of dollars in amount.
The most of the Calcutta and China trade was then transacted in
Philadelphia, and Samuel Archer & Co. were one of our largest
importers of muslins and other fabrics of the East Indies, none of
which were then manufactured in this country, and extensive im-
porters of China goods. The net profits of the establishment, as
shown by the profit and loss account at the close of the business for
a single year, was onc hundred and twenty thousand dollars, and
for another year, to one hundred and eighty thousand dollars! The
war of 1812, however, put a stop to importations; and the large
business Mr. Archer by this time was doing as an importer of Bri-
tish manufactures, as well as the manufactures and products of the
East, was of course suspended.

Samuel Archer, in connection with the late Robert Ralston, gave
to that noble charity, the Orphans’ Asylum, the lot of ground upon
which the building at the corner of Cherry and Eighteenth Streets
is erected.

There is an old maxim which says: “Fortune knocks once at
least at every man’s door.” This was clearly so with respect to
Samuel Archer, for he made fortunes as easily as he lost them, but
his great error was,—placing too much confidence in others. He
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BAMUEL ARCHER. 21

could not say No! to his fellow-man. Owing to the noble genero-
sity of his character and his confiding nature, evinced by him on all
occasions, as much as the boldness of his operations, the days of
trouble came upon him ; and never did adversity cast its shadow on
the path of a better man.

In the autumn of 1810, Mr. Archer visited England, for the pur-
pose of purchasing British and other goods; and his credit in Lon-
don, Manchester, and other parts of Europe, was unlimited.

Samuel Archer held a prominent place among the enterprising
merchants of our city for near half a century, and the writer never
knew a man who united so many, and in so high a degree, the
beauties of the true Christian character. When basking in the sun-
shine of great riches and prosperity, he possessed much simplicity
of manners, and an utter absence of all display. He was emphati-
cally an honor to his profession, and to the human race. Charity,
benevolence, and uprightness, seemed to be the natural qualities of
his character exhibited through life. He possessed a large stock
of sterling good common sense, but was too honest for the tricks of
modern commercial life and duplicity. Mr. Archer was the first
merchant to introduce the trade of shipping to China American
manufactured cotton goods, soon after the war of 1812 with Great
Britain.

Mr. Archer did not belong to the Society of Friends, as a mem-
ber, whieh an incident that occurred on board ship at sea, on a
voyage across the Atlantic, will show. The sailing master of the
British frigate La Guerriere, after boarding the ship Hercules, of
New York, on the passage from Liverpool to New York, in 1811,
accosted Mr. Archer, and taking hold of the collar of his coat, asked
him if he was not a Philadelphia Quaker? to which he replied,
“No, I am not, but incline towards that persuasion of religion, and
give it the preference; but if thee lays thy hand upon me again, I
will throw off the Quaker, and perhaps throw thee overboard I” The
officer was satisfied, and retired.

Samuel Archer died in the year 1839, in the sixty-eighth year
of his age.

~
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RICHARD BACHE.

RicHARD BACHE, Postmaster-General of the United States, was
appointed in the place of Dr. Franklin in November, 1776, and was
succeeded by Mr. Hazard in 1782. A native of England, he came
in early life to this country, and was, at the beginning of the Revo-
lution, chairman of the republican society in Philadelphia. He
married Sarah, the only daughter of Dr. Franklin, who died in Oc-
tober, 1808 ; he died at Settle, in the county of Berks, Pennsylva-
nia, July 29th, 1811, aged 74 years.

SARAH BACHE.

Mgs. SARAH BACHE, the only daughter of Benjamin Franklin,
was born in Philadelphia, in September, 1744, and in 1767 was
married to Richard Bache, a merchant of that city. She is worthy
of being remembered for her patriotic services in the time of the
American Revolution, as well as for her good sense and domestic
virtues. The winter of 1780 was a most trying one for the Ameri-
can army. Many of the soldiers were barefoot and only half clad.
The ladies undertook to supply them with clothing. Robert Mor-
ris and other rich patriots contributed money, and the ladies pur-
chased the necessary materials, and made the garments with their
own hands. Mrs. Bache was one of the most zealous in this good
work. The Marchioness de Lafayette contributed one hundred
guineas, and the Countess de Luzerne gave six thousand dollars in
Continental money. Those who had no money were active in the
employment of the needle. It was charity of the noblest kind, and
originated in the purest motives. During these beneficent services
the Marquis de Chastelleux visited Philadelphia, and described his
acquaintance with Mrs. Bache in the following glowing style: «If
there are ladies in Europe,” says he, ¢ who need a model of attach-
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ment to domestic duties and love to their country, Mrs. Bache may
be pointed out to them as such. Simple in her manners, like her
respectable father, she possesses his benevolence. She conducted
us into a room filled with work, lately finished by the ladies of
Philadelphia. The ladies bought the linen and made it into shirts
for the soldiers of Pennsylvania. On each shirt was the name of
the married or unmarried lady who made it, and they amounted to
twenty-two hundred.” Thus were the hearts of the suffering army
made glad, and many a one no doubt saved from an untimely and
agonizing death. On several other occasions, her active benevo-
lence was called into exercise. She performed hospital duties,
dressing the wounds of the soldiers, and administering to them
medicines, cordials, and such other things as were calculated to
mitigate their sufferings. Thus did she manifest her love for her
country. Thus did she become an angel of mercy. Mrs. Bache
died in 1808, at the age of 64 years.

SAMUEL BARD, M.D.

Dgr. SAMUEL Barp, the son of John Bard, a learned physician,
was born in Philadelphia April 1, 1742, and died May 24, 1821,
aged 70 years. 'When a boy, in order to screen a servant who had
broken his father’s cane, he falsely took the blame to himself. His
father praised his generosity, but severely punished his falsehood,
thus giving him a lesson on the value of truth, which he was care-
ful to transmit to his children. From his mother he received early
impressions in favor of religion. Residing one summer, on account
of ill health, in the family of Lieutenant-Governor Colden, his
father’s friend, he acquired a taste for botany under the teachings
of Miss Colden. His skill in painting enabled him to perpetuate
the beauty of plants. While a student at Columbia College, he
formed the habit of early rising—at daylight in summer, and an
hour previous to it in winter—which he continued through life.
In September, 1761, he embarked for England, in order to obtain
a thorough medical education, and was absent, in France, England,
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and Scotland, five years. His professional studies were pursued
with undiminished zeal, and especially under the illustrious teachers
in the school of Edinburgh. Such was his skill in botany, that he
obtained the annual medal, given by Dr. Hope, the Professor, for
the best collection of plants. He received his degree at Edinburgh
in May, 1765. On his return, he found his father in debt for his
education, which had cost more than a thousand pounds; he en-
tered into partnership with him, and for three years drew nothing
beyond his expenses from the profits of the business, amounting to
£1500 a year. Having thus honorably discharged this debt, he
married his cousin, Mary Bard, a lady of beauty and accomplish-
ments, to whom he had long been attached. He formed this con-
nection on a stock of £100, observing that *his wife’s economy
would double his earnings.”

Dr. Bard formed the plan of the Medical School of New York,
which was published within a year after his return. He was
appointed Professor of the Practice of Physic. Medical degrees
were first conferred in 1769. In the same year, the hospital was
founded by his exertions; but the building was burnt, causing a
delay of the establishment until 1791. In 1774, he delivered a
course of chemical lectures. In the time of the war he left the
city, placing his family in the house of his father at Hyde Park ;
but anxious to provide for his wife and children, and to secure his
property, he, the next year, by permission, returned to New York,
while the enemy had possession of it, and engaged anew in his pro-
fessional business, after being a considerable time without a call,
and reduced to his last guinea.

After the return of peace, Washington selected him as his family
physician. At this period he lost four out of his six children
by scarlatina, which prevailed in a violent form, attended with
delirinm. In consequence of the illness of Mrs. Bard, he withdrew
from business for a year, devoting himself to her. A prayer for
her recovery was found among his papers. In 1784, he returned
to the city. At this period he devoted 5000 guineas to enable his

father to free himself from debt. At another time, when he had
accumulated 1500 guineas, he sent that sum to England, but lost
it by the failure of the banker. On receiving the intelligence, he
said to his wife, “ We are ruined.” But she replied, « Never mind
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the loss; we will soon make it up again.” Having formed the
purpose to retire from business, he in 1798 removed to his seat in
the neighborhood of his father at Hyde Park. But, when the yel-
low fever appeared, he resolutely returned to his post. By his
fearless exposure of himself he took the disease; but, nursed by his
faithful wife, he recovered. The remaining twenty-three years of
his life were spent in happy retirement, surrounded by his children
and grandchildren, delighted with their society, and finding much
enjoyment also in agricultural improvements, in contemplating
the beauties of nature, and in the gratification of his continued
thirst for knowledge. For the benefit of those who, with himself,
had engaged in rearing merino sheep, he published “The Shep-
herd’s Guide.” In 1813, he was appointed President of the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons. His discourses, on conferring
degrees, were very impressive. He died of pleurisy, and his wife
of the same disorder the preceding day: they were buried in one
grave. It had long been their wish to be thus united in death,
and a remarkable dream of Mrs. Bard to this effect was remem-
bered.

He published a Treatise de Viribus Opii, 1765; on Angina
Suffocativa, republished in vol. 1 American Philosophical Society ;
on the Use of Cold in Hemorrhage; Compendium of Midwifery,
1807, and subsequent editions; many occasional Addresses to pub-
lic bodies; and Anniversary Discourses to medical students.

GENERAL JOHN BARKER.

GENERAL JOHN BARKER was appointed one of the aldermen of the
city of Philadelphia, by Governor Thomas McKean, on the 22d
October, 1800, and was elected Mayor of said city, by the Select
and Common Councils, 20th October, 1808, and was re-elected in
1809. He was the father of James Nelson Barker, who was a
captain in the United States Army, during the war of 1812, with
Great Britain, and saw some service, and after the war received the
appointment of Deputy Adjutant-General of the United States,
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with the rank of Major. On the resignation in his favor, by his
father, General John Barker, as an alderman of the city of Phila-
delphia, he was appointed to that situation by Governor Simon
- Snyder, on the 2d April, 1817, and elected Mayor of that city in
1819.

The General was a man of considerable mother-wit, and fond of
cracking his jokes with whomsoever he came in contact. On the
news reaching Philadelphia, of the capture of the British frigate La
Guerriere, by the Constitution, he called at the Rubicam House, in
South Sixth Street, to sink the Guerriere, as he termed it, and thus
addressed the landlady, Mrs. Rubicam: ¢ Mrs. Rubicam, let me have
a glass of brandy and water to sink the Guerriere in;” which was
given to him; and, after a while he returned a second, and then a
third time, with the same demand; and, after taking the third
glass, he was accosted by the landlady, she knowing his habits,
thus: « Take care, General ! take care, General! that in sinking the
Guerriere you do not destroy the Constitution !”

General Barker was by trade a tailor, but a great politician, and
a speaker, and often chairman of town meetings on exciting
occasions. He had been an officer of the army of the Revolution,
and was a great favorite with the Republican party in his day. He
died in Philadelphia, April 3d, 1818, aged seventy-two years. He
had been High Sheriff of the city and county of Philadelphia,
Alderman of the city, and was a popular and humorous orator.

JAMES NELSON BARKER.

JAaMES NELSON BARKER was the son of John Barker, Esquire, at
one time Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, and at another, High
Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia. James Nelson Barker held
a commission in the army during the war of 1812, and was severely
wounded in a duel before the close of the war. He was born June
17th, 1784, and educated in Philadelphia; and was, for many years,
one of the aldermen of said city, by appointment from one of the
Governors of Pennsylvania. Major Barker served his country gal-
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lantly, on the Canada frontier, in the war of 1812; and, some years
subsequently, was elected by the democracy Mayor of the city. He
was an original and ardent supporter of “ Old Hickory,” for the
Presidency, and was Collector of the Port of Philadelphia, from 1829
to 1838, when he was transferred to Washington City, by President
Van Buren, as First Comptroller of the Treasury, and was, with a
short intermission, connected with the Treasury Department ever
since. He was a gentleman of fine literary taste, an earnest and
energetic writer; and, during the Bank war and panic, from 1832
to 1836, was a constant and valued contributor to the columns of
democratic journals, claiming attention not less from his ability than
the force and originality of his’ thoughts. He was also the author
of the successful drama of “ Marmion,” the tragedy of * Superstition,”
the comedy of * Smiles and Tears,” and other smaller productions
of merited popularity. He was, for several years, a contributor to
American annuals, and wrote the beautiful poem called *The
Sisters.”

He was married, in early life, to an amiable and handsome woman,
Miss Rogers, who died before he left Philadelphia, as a permanent
residence. He died in Washington City, on the 9th March, 1858,
in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

Major Barker was truly a man of genius; and, like all such men,
too liberal to consider pecuniary interest, in any point of view.
There was nothing selfish about him; as a friend, a soldier, or
politician, he was liberal in the extreme, and seemed not to know
how to be sordid ; nay, even prudent, for his personal interest and
welfare.

December 2d, 1812. « The British cannonaded Black Rock, which
was returned with great spirit by the Americans from the battery
commanded by Lieut. Stevens, consisting of a twenty-four pounder;
and also from the battery at Col. Swift’s encampment, consisting of
an eighteen pounder and a twenty-four pounder; and from the
battery at Black Rock ferry, called Fort Gibson, consisting of a
twenty-four pounder, commanded by Captain Nathan Towson,
and an eighteen pounder commanded by Captain J. N. Barker; a
shot from the latter entered an embrasure, and dismounted a heavy
gun, the carriage of which was disabled. This affair commenced
in the British having wantonly fired upon an open boat passing up
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the American shore, and resulted in their three batteries being
effectually silenced.

“ On the commencement of hostilities, he was appointed captain
of artillery, and in 1812 commanded Fort Mifflin. During the
early part of that year, in anticipation of an attack on Philadel-
phia by the British, three companies of volunteers, amounting to
about one hundred and sixty men, under Captains Fisler and
Mitchell, and Lieut. Thomas Gray, marched to garrison that fort,
to every one of whom he endeared himself by his mild and gentle-
manly conduct, though preserving, at the same time, the strictest
military discipline; and such was the respect and esteem in which
he was held by his soldiery, that he’raised two companies of artil-
lery, and marched with them to the Canadian frontier. It is
deeply to be regretted, however, that such was the foothold the
horrible practice of duelling had obtained in the army, sanctioned
even by a duel between the two commanding generals (A. Smyth
and P. B. Porter), that he was also obliged to engage in one,
and was wounded by a ball having passed through both of his
thighs, which, for several years, incapacitated him from active
service; he was, therefore, appointed, in 1814, Assistant Adjutant-
General of the Fourth Military District. On the return of peace,
he received the appointment on the peace establishment of Deputy
Adjutant-General of the United States, with the rank of Major,
four only of whom were retained in the service. On the resigna-
tion in his favor, by his father, General John Barker, as an alderman
of the city of Philadelphia, he was appointed to that situation.

“ Major Barker did not confine himself to the field of Mars: as a
votary of the Muses he has contributed largely to the amusement
of the sons of harmony and glee, by a number of patriotic and other
songs; and by the amateurs of the drama, his ¢ Indian Princess,’
first acted in Philadelphia, April 6th, 1808, was received with the
most flattering approbation.”
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CAPTAIN JOHN BARRY.

CapraiN BARRY, of the United States Navy, although born in
Ireland, in the county of Wexford, in the year 1745, was a true
Philadelphian in feeling and character. A passion for a maritime
life, which he displayed at an early age, induced his father, who
was an agriculturist, to place him on board of a merchantman.
The intervals of his voyages were assiduously occupied in the im-
provement of his mind. At the age of fourteen or fifteen, he emi-
grated to America, and having entered into the employment of the
most respectable merchants of this country, continued to pursue
his favorite profession with™ earnestness and signal success. The
commencement of the war of Independence found him a prosperous
man, actively employed and rapidly acquiring wealth. "To that
contest he could not long remain indifferent. His ardent love of
liberty, combined with those admirable qualitics which were the
foundation of his growing reputation, impelled him to sacrifice the
highest prospects, to embark in the noble, but impoverishing,
struggle for freedom by his adopted country. He accordingly
abandoned, to use his own language, “ the finest ship and the first
employ in America,” and entered into the service of his beloved
country.

In 1776, he was employed by Congress to fit for sea the first fleet
which sailed from Philadelphia ; and by the authority of the Council
of Safety of that city, he superintended the building of a state ship.
In the month of March of the same year, he was requested to take
command of the brig Lexington, of sixteen guns, and clear the
coast of the enemy’s small cruisers, with which it was infested ; and
he successfully performed the duty assigned to him. Prior to the
Declaration of Independence, he was transferred to the command
of the frigate Effingham, and in the succeeding winter he displayed
fresh proofs of his enterprising and patriotic spirit. The frigate
being useless, in consequence of the suspension of the navigation,
he sought other means of aiding the cause he had espoused. Hav-
ing obtained the command of a company of volunteers, and some
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heavy cannon, he assisted in the operations at Trenton, and con-
tinued with the army during the winter campaign, performing
important services, and winning admiration and respect.

In September, 1778, he was appointed to the command of the
frigate Raleigh, of thirty-two guns, which then lay at Boston, and
on the 25th went to sea. In 1781, he was appointed to the com-
mand of the frigate Alliance, of thirty-six guns. .In the succeeding
fall, Captain Barry was ordered to refit the Alliance, for the pur-
pose of carrying the Marquis de Lafayette and Count Noailles to
France, on public business. In March, 1782, the Alliance left the
Havana, for the purpose of convoying the American sloop-of-war
Luzerne, Captain Greene, having on board a large amount of specie,
the safety of which was of the utmost importance to the country.
The appearance of a British squadron proved a severe trial of the
naval skill and dauntless courage of Captain Barry. The specie
was removed to the Alliance, and the valuable treasure saved from
the grasp of the enemy; and after a battle with an English sloop,
and the abandonment of the Luzerne, a sail, which had appeared
in sight prior to the engagement, was now discovered to be a
French frigate. The united forces now gave chase to the British,
which was continued until they lost sight of them in the darkness
of night. The specie that was saved contributed to found the
Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, chartered by Congress.

The active and useful life of this distinguished hero was closed
by an asthmatic affection, with which he had been for many years
afflicted. He died at Philadelphia, on the 13th September, 1803.

His private life was as estimable as his public career was
brilliant.

BENJAMIN SMITH BARTON.

BensaMIN SmitE BArTtON, Professor in the University of Penn-
sylvania, and the son of the Rev. Mr. Barton, of Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania; born February 10th, 1766. His mother was the sister
of Rittenhouse, whose life was written by his brother, William
Barton. After spending several years in study in Philadelphia,
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he went to Edinburgh and London, in 1786, to pursue his medical
studies. His medical degree he obtained in Gottingen. In 1789,
he returned to Philadelphia, and commenced the practice of physic.
In the same year, he was appointed Professor of Natural History
and Botany in the College. He succeeded Dr. Griffiths as Pro-
fessor of Materia Medica, and Dr. Rush as Professor of Medicine.
He died December 19th, 1815, aged forty-nine years.

Dr. Barton was distinguished by his talents and professional
attainments. He contributed much to the progress of natural
science, and his various works evince a closeness of observation, an
extent of learning, and a comprehensiveness of mind, honorable to
his character. He was the first American who gave to his country
an elementary work on botany. His publications are the follow-
ing: On the Fascinating Quality ascribed to the Rattlesnake,
1796 ; New Views of the Origin of the Tribes of America, 1797;
Collections towards a Materia Medica of the United States, 1798 ;
Remarks on the Speech attributed by Jefferson to Logan, 1798;
Medical Physical Journal, begun 1804, continued several years;
Eulogy on Dr. Priestley; Elements of Botany, with eighty plates,
1804—also in two volumes, forty plates, 1812; Flora Virginica,
1812; an edition of Cullen’s Materia Medica, 1808 ; Account of
the Syren Lacertina; Observations on the Opossum, 1813; Collec-
tions on Extinct Animals, &c., 1814; Fragments of the Natural
History of Pennsylvania; Remedy for the Bite of a Rattlesnake;
On the Honey Bee; On the Native Country of the Potato; and
other papers in the American Philosophical Transactions.

JOHN BARTRAM.

JoAN BARTRAM was a most accurate observer of nature, and one
of the first botanists this country ever produced; a self-taught
genius, whom Linneeus called « the greatest natural botanist in the
world.” He seated himself on the banks of the Schuylkill, below
Gray’s Ferry, where he built a comfortable stone house, and formed
his botanic garden, in which there still remain some of the most

\
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rare and curious specimens of our plants and trees, collected by him
in Florida, Canada, &c. The garden was for many years kept up
with much skill by Colonel Carr, who married his granddaughter,
and is now owned by Andrew M. Eastwick, Esq., who has converted
it into a beautiful suburban residence. Mr. Bartram enjoyed, for
many years preceding the Revolution, a salary as botanist to the
royal family of England.

In 1729, James Logan, in a letter to his friend in England, thus
writes respecting him, saying: *Please to procure me Parkinson’s
Herbal. I shall make it a present to a worthy person, worthy of a
heavier purse than fortune has yet allowed him. John Bartram
has a genius perfectly well turned for botany. No man in these
parts is so capable of serving you, but none can worse bear the loss
of his time without a due consideration.” '

Hector St. John, of Carlisle, has left a picturesque description of
things seen and observed of John Bartram and his garden, &c., as
they appeared on a visit made to him before the Revolution. Here
Mr. Bartram, with his visitor, his family, and slaves, all sat down to
one large table, well stored with wholesome fare. The blacks were
placed at the foot, the guest near the host; there was kindness
from the master to them, and in return they gave him affection and
fidelity. The whole group and manner reminds one of the patri-
archal manner of the Old Testament. Some whom he freed still
chose to remain with him until their death. Bartram described
his low grounds as at first a putrid, swampy soil, which he suc-
ceeded to reclaim by draining and ditching. Although he was a
Friend, he had a picture of family arms, which he preserved as a
memorial of his forefathers, having been French. In his visit, he
particularly speaks of noticing the abundance of red clover sowed in
his upland fields—an improvement in agriculture, since thought to
have not been so early cultivated among us. He spoke of his first
passion for the study of botany, as excited by his contemplating a
simple daisy, as he rested from his ploughing, under a tree; then
it was he first thought it much his shame to have been so long the
means of destroying many flowers and plants, without ever before
stopping to consider their nature and uses. This thought, thus ori-
ginated, often revived, until at last it inspired real efforts to study
their character, &c., both from observation and reading.
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John Bartram was born in the year 1701, in Chester County, in
Pennsylvania, being of the second line of descent from his grand-
father, John Bartram, who, with his family, came from Derbyshire,
England, with the adherents of the justly famed William Penn,
proprietor, when he established the colony, and founded the city of
Philadelphia, Anno Domini 1682.

Thus, being born in a newly settled country, at so vast a distance
from the Old World, the seat of arts and sciences, it cannot be
supposed that he could have acquired great advantage from the aid
of literature; having acquired, however, the best instruction that
country schools could afford at that early time, and every oppor-
tunity, by associating with the most learned and respectable cha-
racters, with difficulty he obtained the rudiments of the learned
languages, which he studied with extraordinary application and
success. He had a very early inclination and relish for the study
of the materia medica and surgery, and acquired so much know-
ledge in these sciences as to administer great relief to the indigent
and distressed. And as the vegetable kingdom afforded him most
of his medicines, it seems extremely probable this might have ex-
cited a desire, and pointed out to him the necessity of the study of
botany. Although bred a husbandman and cultivator, as the prin-
cipal means of providing subsistence for supporting a large family,
vet he pursued his studies as a philosopher, being attentive to the
economy of nature and observant of her most minute operations.
When ploughing and sowing his fields, or mowing the meadows,
his inquisitive mind was exercised in contemplating the vegetable
system and animated nature.

He was probably the first Anglo-American who designed, or at
least carried into operation a botanic garden, for the reception of
American plants, as well as exotics. He purchased a convenient
place on the banks of the Schuylkill, near Philadelphia, where,
after building a house of hewn stone with his own hands, he
laid out a large garden, containing six or seven acres of ground,
that comprehended a variety of soils and situations, and soon
replenished it with many curious and beautiful vegetables, the
fruits of his distant excursions; but though highly gratified and
delighted with beholding the success of his labors, yet his benevo-

lent mind contemplated a still greater pleasure, which was to com-
3
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municate his discoveries and collections to Europe and other parts of
the earth, that the whole world might participate in his enjoyments.
He was fortunate in the society and friendship of many literary
and eminent characters of America, namely, Dr. Franklin, Dr.
Colden, J. Logan, Esq., and several others, who, observing his
genius and industry, liberally assisted him in establishing a corre-
spondence with the great men of science in England, particularly
P. Collinson, whose intimate friendship and correspondence con-
tinued unabated nearly fifty years, and terminated only with life,
through whose patronage and philosophy his collections relating to
natural history, and physiological and philosophical investigations,
were communicated to men of science in Europe, and annually laid
before their societies, of which he was in fellowship.

He employed much of his time in travelling through the pro-
vinces then subject to England, during the autumn, when his agri-
cultural avocations least required his presence at home. The
objects of his journeys were collecting curious and nondescript
vegetables and fossils, and the investigation of the economy of
nature. His ardor in these pursuits was so vigorous and lively that
few obstacles opposed or confined his progress; for even the summits
of our highest mountains were witnesses of his indefatigable labors.

The shores of Lakes Ontario and Cayuga contributed, through
his hands, to embellish the gardens and enrich the forests of Europe
with clegant flowering shrubs, plants, and useful ornamental trees.
The banks and sources of the rivers Delaware, Susquehanna, Alle-
ghany, and Schuylkill, received his visits at a very early date, when
it was difficult and truly perilous travelling in the territories of the
aborigines. He also travelled many thousand miles in Virginia,
Carolina, and East and West Florida, in search of materials for natu-
ral history, and to enrich the funds of human knowledge. At the
advanced age of seventy years, he performed an arduous and dan-
gerous task,—a tour into East Florida. Arriving at St. Augustine,
he embarked on board of a boat at Picolota, on the river St. Juan,
navigated with three oars and a sail, with a hunter to provide fresh
meats. From Picolota he proceeded up the east bank of its source—
originating from immense inundated marsh meadows, the great
nursery of swarms of fish and reptiles, the winter asylum of the
northern fowl, ducks, and the anser tribes, in their annual festive
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visits to their southern friends, but held in awe by the thunder of
the devouring alligator; and returning down the west bank to the
capes, noting the width, depth, and course of its winding flood, and
the vast dilatations of the river with its tributary streams, at the
same time remarking the soil and situation of the country, and
natural productions.

His stature was rather above the middle size, erect and slender;
visage long; countenance cheerful and gay, regulated with a due
degree of solemnity. His manners were modest and gentle, yet his
disposition active and of the greatest good nature. A lover and
practiser of justice and equity. Such a lover of philanthropy, charity,
and social order, that he was never known to enter into litigious
contest with his neighbors. He was thought a rare example of
temperance, particularly in the use of vinous and spirituous liquors,
as well as other gratifications ; not from a passion of parsimony, but
in respect to morality ; nevertheless, he always maintained a gener-
ous and plentiful table. Annually, on New Year’s day, he made
liberal entertainment, at his own house, consecrated to friendship
and philosophy.

He was industrious and active,—indulging repose only when
nature required it, observing that he could never find more time
than he could with pleasure employ, either intellectually or in some
useful manual exercise ; and was astonished wheu people complained
that they were tired of time, not knowing how to employ it, or what
they should do.

In observing the character of illustrious men, it is generally an
object of inquiry of what religion they were. He was born and
educated in the Society of Friends, or Quakers, devoutly worshipped
the Supreme Being, the Creator and Soul of all existence, all good-
ness and perfection. His religious creed may be seen by any one,
sculptured by himself, in large characters, on a stone in the wall
over the front window of his apartment where he usually slept,
and which was dedicated to study and philosophical retirement.

This pious distich runs thus:—

'Tis God alone, the Almighty Lord,

The Holy One by me adored.
JorN BamrTrRAM—I1770.

He was an early and firm advocate for maintaining the natural
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and equal rights of man, particularly for the abolition of negro
slavery, and confirmed his zeal in these great virtues by giving
freedom to a very excellent young man of the African race, at the
age of between twenty and thirty, whom he had reared in his house
from a young child ; and this man manifested in return the highest
gratitude and affection, for he continued constantly in the family to
the end of his life, receiving full wages as long as he was able to
perform a day’s work.

WILLIAM BARTRAM.

WiLLIAM BARTRAM, a botanist, son of John Bartram, an eminent
botanist, was born at the Botanic Garden, Kingsessing, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1739. After living with a merchant, in Philadelphia, six
years, he went to North Carolina, engaged in mercantile pursuits ;
but, attached to the study of botany, he accompanied his father to
East Florida. After residing, for a time, on the river St. Johns, in
Florida, he returned to his father’s residence, in 1771. In April,
1778, at the request of Dr. Fothergill, he proceeded to Charleston,
in order to examine the natural productions of Carolina, Georgia,
and the Floridas, and was thus employed nearly five years. His
collections and drawings were forwarded to Dr. Fothergill. His
account of his travels was published in 1791. It is a delightful
specimen of the enthusiasm with which the lover of nature, and
particularly the botanist, surveys the beautiful and wonderful pro-
ductions which are scattered over the face of the earth. Of himself
Mr. Bartram said: “Continually impelled by a restless spirit of
curiosity, in pursuit of new productions of nature, my chief happiness
consisted in tracing and admiring the infinite power, majesty, and
perfection of the great Almighty Creator, and in the contemplation
that, through, divine aid and permission, I might be instrumental
irr discovering and introducing into my native country some original
productions of nature, which might be useful to society.”

Reposing in a grove of oranges, palms, live oaks, and magnolias,
in the midst of beautiful flowers and singing birds, he cried out:
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“Ye vigilant and most faithful servants of the Most High ; ye who
worship the Creator morning, noon, and eve, in simplicity of heart !
I haste to join the universal anthem. My heart and voice unite
with yours in sincere homage to the great Creator, the universal
Sovereign.”

In 1782, he was elected Professor of Botany in the University
of Pennsylvania, but, from ill health, declined the appointment.
Besides his discoveries in botany, he prepared the most complete
table of American ornithology before the appearance of the book of
Wilson, whom he assisted in the commencement of that work.
Such was his continued love to botany, that he wrote a description
of a plant a few minutes before his death, which occurred suddenly
by the rupture of a bloodvessel in the lungs, July 22d, 1823, in the
eighty-fifth year of his age. He published “ Travels through North
and South Carolina, Georgia, East and West Florida, and the Che-
rokee Country, with Observations on the Manners of the Indians,”
with plates, 8vo., Philadelphia, 1781 ; the same, London, 1792 ; and
translated into French by Benoist, entitled *“Voyage,” &c., 2 vols.,
Paris, 1801; “ An Account of J. Bartram;” ¢ Anecdotes of a
Crow;” « Description of Certhia;” «On the Site of Bristol,”. &c.

PAUL BECK, JR.

PauvL Beck, JR., an eminent merchant and philanthropic citi-
zen, was born at Philadelphia, being descended from a family of
respectability and wealth, settled at the ancient and picturesque
city of Nuremburg, the capital of the circle of Franconia, and a free
city of the old German empire.

His father, Paulus Julianus Michielis Beck, was married at
Philadelphia, April 5th, 1757, having come to Pennsylvania in
August, 1752. He had emigrated from Germany after an appren-
ticeship at Nuremburg to a cloth merchant, with whom he was
placed when very young at the death of his parents, who not long
previously, had been suddenly reduced from a state of affluence.

The subject of the present notice, the third child, and only son
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of his parents who survived extreme infancy, about the age of four-
teen years, in accordance with the custom then prevailing in mer-
cantile business, was placed as an apprentice with Mr. William
Sheaff, a prominent and successful wine merchant, respected for his
integrity, but rigid in his discipline. From his lessons, and under
his care, Mr. Beck rapidly acquired great skill in accounts, an
excellent penmanship, which he never lost, and especially those
prompt and accurate habits of commercial dealing which were des-
tined to lead him rapidly to fortune, as they secured for him through
life the highest position as an honorable merchant.

Before the term of his apprenticeship expired, the war with Eng-
land broke out, and the Continental Congress passed a resolution,
which was communicated to all the colonies, recommending that
all able-bodied and effective men, between sixteen and fifty years
of age, should form themselves into regular companies of militia.
As soon as he attained the former age, Mr. Beck was enrolled in
one of the companies of the first battalion of infantry, organized in
Philadelphia, and commanded by Captain John Linton. Although
Mr. Beck did not aspire to military distinction, yet it will be seen
that, throughout the war, he was on the side of patriotism and duty.
A vpart of his time was spent in Philadelphia, Pottsgrove, Reading,
Lancaster, and other places. It was during this period that he
formed friendships, which continued through his subsequent life,
with many estimable citizens of Philadelphia, who embarked with
zeal similar to his own in the Revolutionary cause. He preserved
and used, until his death, a gold snuff-box presented to him by
Major William Jackson, for some time the confidential secretary of
General Washington. He is mentioned as the associate of the
Clymers, General Mifflin, Major David Lenox, and others equally
well known ; and it fell to his lot, from these associations, to be
among the citizens, though himself only nineteen years of age at
the time, who assembled to protect the mansion of Mr. Wilson,
afterwards one of the framers and signers of the Constitution of the
United States, when it was attacked by a mob.* He treasured up
and was fond of relating many incidents connected with the Revo-
lutionary era, and that which immediately succeeded it, when the

* An interesting account of this event appears in volume sixth of “ Lives of the Signers
of the Declaration of Independence,” edition 1824,
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newly established Federal Government was seated in this city.
When, in later years, the second war with Great Britain occurred,
he had lost none of his patriotic zeal; for though his age and peace-
ful pursuits no longer justified its exercise in a similar manner, he
came forward at once to support the efforts of the Government, and
subscribed seventy-five thousand dollars to the loans it was pro-
curing in order to carry on the war.

At the close of the Revolution, and shortly after he came of age,
he entered upon the mercantile life, which he continued afterwards
uninterruptedly to pursue. From documents, it appears he united
himself in a partnership with Mr. James Caldwell, which was ter-
minated by the death of that gentleman in 1787. From that period
down to the year 1844, when he died, his account books afford an
ample opportunity of tracing the origin and progress of his success,
and exhibit a remarkable picture of steady increase in prosperity
and wealth. Possessing, at the close of the first year in which he
was thus engaged, a property estimated by him at no more than
four thousand pounds in the currency of the State, his fortune had
gradually increased in 1797 to sixty thousand pounds and upwards;
and at his death, in the year 1844, it exceeded one million and a
quarter of dollars. It was not more in this large augmentation of
his property that his industry, integrity, and ability were shown,
than in the regularly progressive accumulation—exhibiting his con-
tinued perseverance and skill in the line of life he had selected in
his youth, and in the uniform increase of his standing among his
fellow-citizens as a liberal merchant, not only alive to the honorable
prosecution of his own business, but uniting with it a name and
patriotic interest in the mercantile prosperity of Philadelphia.

Though averse to public office, he accepted and held, for a long
time, the post of Warden of the Port of Philadelphia, which was
tendered to him, without solicitation, by the Governor of the State;
and, in the exercise of its duties he was, at all times, most attentive
and industrious, carefully examining and promoting every means
which contributed to preserve or extend the facilities of the port as
a resort of commerce.* It may not, however, be.inappropriate to

* The Board of Health, July 26th, 1821, adopted, at their meeting, the following resolution:
“Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented to Paul Beck, Esq., for the good
example he has set in covering his wharf with a substantial pavement, a measure no less



40 EMINENT PHILADELPHIANS.

mention a circumstance, in this connection, which displayed his
conscientious avoidance of everything that might seem to connect
his public duty with his private interest. Being desirous to extend
some wharves, belonging to himself, farther towards the channel of
the river, and the assent of the Board of Wardens being required,
he at once tendered his resignation of his own commission, to take
effect before his application should be considered. Though his
proffered resignation was not sent to the Governor by the Master
‘Warden, yet he did not attend any meeting of the Board of Wardens
till the subject he had referred to was finally disposed of.

Another subject which elicited his active exertion, was the im-
provement of the front of the city facing the river Delaware. It
is well known that the original plan of William Penn provided for
a broad and noble quay, occupying the entire space from the western
side of Front Street, and extending from one extremity of the city
to the other. This design was at first partially, and afterwards
entirely disregarded ; so that, in the space which the wise founder
intended especially to leave open, the most irregular and closely
built portion of the city had come to exist. In the pestilences which
occasionally occurred, it was the prolific seat of disease, and to the
general trade of the port it presented a most serious obstacle.

Not daunted by the prejudices and accumulated interests of more
than a century’s occupation, Mr. Beck determined to make an effort
to restore the original design of William Penn. He obtained plans
for the alteration, and estimates of its cost. He wrote and pub-
lished® a clear exposition of its utility and feasibility ; and he pro-
ceeded in enlisting the favorable co-operation of many prominent
citizens. As illustrative of this fact, we insert the following extracts,
made from the documents annexed to a report of the joint committee
of Councils, relative to the malignant or pestilential diseases of the
summer or autumn of 1820, in the city of Philadelphia:—

called for by an enlightened self-interest, than the promotion of the public welfare, and which,
if followed generally, promises to produce the most salutary consequeunces.”

* Reprinted in the collections of the Historical Suciety of Pennsylvania, Vol. I, 1853, p.
382, with the following note: “7The pamphlet which is here reprinted, appeared originally
in the year 1820, and was written by the late Paul Beck, Jr. The letter from Mr. Girard,
which is added to it, is published for the first time. Mr. Girard provided in his will for
improving Water Street, and the river front, in a way much inferior, it must be admitted,
to the mode here proposed.”
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“The annexed communications from medical societies, the Board
of Health, and individuals, as well as the public testimony of a late
committee of citizens, prove the existence of nuisances unheard of
before the present investigation, which obviously require the active
interposition of the constituted authorities. A plan for their sup-
pression, and for other purposes, has been recently published by a
gentleman distinguished for his philanthropy and enterprise, com-
mended by many, and urged upon the notice of Councils by medical
men of all parties. Deeply sensible, as your committee are, of the
beneficial and permanent effects on health, to result from its com-
pletion, there are considerations attending it which restrain them
from a full examination of its merits. Nor is the plan so well
understood by all the advocates of its general tendency, as to
present distinct parts for deliberation ; and, if it were, the corpora-
tion is not competent alone to accomplish it. The Legislature, the
judiciary, the patriotic supporters of the scheme, and the individuals
to be affected by its adoption—the Board of Health and the Wardens
of the Port—should be consulted. Moreover, it is acknowledged
to be capable of amendment ; it will receive its perfection from the
hands in [which] it rests. Time will be necessary to make it worthy
of the unequivocal patronage of its friends, whose activity and zeal
might be checked by any interposition of Councils. To prevent the
spreading of malignant fever among us, the Board of Health should
have full powers to remove vessels and persons, and to prevent
communication with infected places; also, to have infected houses,
bedding, and clothing thoroughly cleansed. And lastly, we would
recommend a strict attention to the means of producing cleanliness,
and free ventilation ; especially in those parts of the city near the
Delaware, where the malignant fever has always made its first
appearance. This cannot be done whilst Water Street continues
in its present confined condition, with the accumulated filth of many
years, and for the most part without privies. We therefore strongly
recommend the prosecution of the plan, now in contemplation, of
removing the whole of the buildings from the east side of Front
Street, inclusive, to the river, beginning at Vine and-ending at South
Street, according to the original plan of William Penn, the wise
and intelligent founder of our city.
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“ By order of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia.

“THOMAS PARKE,
“ President.
“JorN R. COATEs,

“Chairman.
% December 14th, 1820.”

“DEAR Sir: Entertaining a conviction that the disease com-
monly called yellow fever may originate in foreign as well as
domestic filth, the Academy of Medicine have instructed us to say,
in reply to the communication which they have had the honor to
receive through you, from a Committee of the City Councils, that
in their opinion the most effectual plan which probably, at pre-
sent, could be executed, of preventing a recurrence of the evil,
would consist in a more vigilant exclusion of foul vessels from hot
climates, and in greater attention to cleanliness, particularly as
regards the eastern part of the city.

¢« It being understood that the Board of Health will soon take
up this subject, with a view to an application for some further
legislative provisions, the Academy hold in reserve for a conference
with that body, to which they have reason to believe they will be
invited, the details of these suggestions.

“Deeply impressed, however, with its importance, they cannot
forbear to express to the Councils, in the strongest terms, their
approbation, as an anterior measure, of the well-known proposal of
Mr. Beck, under an entire persuasion that it is pre-eminently cal-
culated to afford security against the revisitations of the pestilen-
tial forms of fever. To such conclusion they are led by the fact,
that whether the yellow fever be of local origin or imported, it has
uniformly made its appearance on the water side of the city, where
it is quite certain that a state of things only exists to generate or
nourish it, and by proof scarcely less indisputable, that the disease
has never prevailed to any extent west of Fourth Street.

“ Dear Sir, your most obedient servants,
“ SAMUEL JACKSON,
“ N. CHAPMAN,

* ALEX. WRIGHT.
“«JouN R. Coartes, Esq.,
¢ Chairman.
% PH1LADA., Dec. 23, 1820.”
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“The plan for altering the eastern part of the city, as proposed
by Mr. Beck, if it can be made practicable, appears to promise a
reasonable expectation, that it would effect an exemption from this
fatal scourge. It will be equally operative on either of the doc-
trines that are held with respect to disease. If it be of domestic
origin, by removing and suppressing the numerous and unavoidable
sources of vile nuisances, of confined and foul air, which must exist
in that portion of the city as it now is, the disease must be effectu-
ally prevented from occurring. On the other hand, as it is very
generally considered by those who believe the disease to be conta-
gious, and to be produced by imported contagion, that it can only
be propagated in confined places and in an impure atmosphere, by
procuring a free circulation of air and establishing cleanliness, the
disease cannot spread after it is imported.

“ Whether the plan of Mr. Beck is practicable or not, is a ques-
tion that is not considered necessary for us to examine. It is
before the public, who are best able to determine the merits of the
scheme, as well as the propriety of its execution.

“When the disease has once made its appearance, the experience
acquired in this city during the past summer and autumn, and in
New York in the preceding year, furnishes the most ample and
satisfactory proof, that the immediate removal of the inhabitants
from the district infected, preventing access to it by the erection of
barriers, and freeing it from all nuisances that might occasion
noxious exhalations, are quite adequate to prevent its progress and
even to effect its total suppression.

“ With sentiments of respect,
“ Your obedient servant,

“ SAMUEL JACKSON,
“ President of the Board of Health.
“JouN R. CoATEs, Esq.,
4 Chairman, &c.
“Pairapa., Jan. 29, 1821.”

It encountered opposition, however, from several influential
quarters, but especially from Stephen Girard, who addressed him a
letter, which was published, declaring that he  was strongly opposed
to the execution of his plan.” He found himself at last reluctantly
obliged to abandon it. The provisions of Mr. Girard’s will, made
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at a later date, by which he appropriated, among his other noble
donations to Philadelphia, no less than half a million of dollars to
improve the avenue along the Delaware, and to widen and straighten
Water Street, are a proof that, to a considerable extent, he brought
himself subsequently to concur in the opinions of Mr. Beck; and
although he was not in favor of the particular plan proposed by
him, yet he was satisfied of the importance of such improvements,
to secure the health and promote the convenience of the com-
munity.

The next subject connected with the general benefit of the city,
to which Mr. Beck turned his .attention, was fortunately carried
through with success. From an early day, the importance to the
commerce of Philadelphia of a navigable water communication from
the Delaware to the Chesapeake Bay had been recognized. It had
twice been undertaken: the first time previous to the revolutionary
war, when surveys, plans, and estimates for several routes had been
made; and a second time at the beginning of the present century,
when the work was actually commenced, and some progress made,
though this was soon stopped from inability to raise a sufficient
capital. In the year 1821, a strong disposition arose among the
merchants of Philadelphia to make a third effort to accomplish this
important object. Mr. Beck at once enlisted in it with charac-
teristic zeal. He united in public addresses and in private appeals
to the citizens ; he subscribed liberally himself, and obtained large
contributions from others; he became one of the managers, and
devoted himself to the work regardless of the interference with his
own personal occupations. It was greatly, if not maiuly due to his
exertions, while he filled this office, that the canal was executed on
the bold plan which now makes it one of our most remarkable
works of internal improvement, that of a deep cutting through the
elevated summit, and a capacity sufficiently deep and wide to admit
sailing vessels of large draught and tonnage, such as navigate the
bays and even the ocean.

In the character of a successful and enterprising merchant, and
an active, influential, and public-spirited citizen, Mr. Beck added
that of a friend and promoter of art and literature, and more espe-
cially of a wise and generous philanthropist.

Throughout his life, he displayed a taste and fondness for pic-
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tures, of which he had a considerable and valuable collection. He
was among the founders and early friends of the I’ennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts. He bequeathed to that institution a
number of his pictures, and he always readily extended generous
sympathy and aid to rising artists. Among his letters, one was
found, after his decease, written to him in 1811, by a youthful
painter, whose subsequent and just reputation proves the correct-
ness of Mr. Beck’s foresight. The language of the author is so
touching, when taken in connection with his present fame, as to
justify its insertion. It was written to Mr. Beck by Mr. Charles
R. Leslie, when, still quite a youth, he first visited Europe, to cul-
tivate, by study and instruction there, the genius which then
seemed to give the promise, since realized, of his great future suc-
cess. “ Permit me,” he writes to Mr. Beck, “on my departure for
England, to leave my best thanks with you, as the only testimonial
which it is at present in my power to give of the deep gratitude
with which my heart is penetrated for your kind liberality in
patronizing a youth unknown to fortune—perhaps almost unknown
to youu Whether my future days be passed in sunshine, on the
pinnacle of fame, or among the fogs in the vale of obscurity, I shall
always retain a lively remembrance of your early and efficient
patronage.” To many literary institutions, but especially to the
Historical Society, and the Apprentices’ and Mercantile Library
Companies, he was a liberal contributor; and the claims and wants
of the meritorious youthful author, as of the youthful artist, never
failed to secure from him a kindly response.

It was, however, to institutions of philanthropy that his energies
were most actively devoted, and his assistance generously and libe-
rally given. Of the numerous institutions of this kind which con-
fer so much honor on Philadelphia, it is perhaps impossible to
name one of which he was not the efficient patron and friend. For
services rendered as Treasurer of Christ Church Hospital, Mr. Beck
received, April 23d, 1827, the thanks of the Vestry of the united
churches—Christ Church, St. Peter’s, and St. James’s. Through-
out his life, he devoted his time and services to them, and was
always a prompt and abundant contributor. At his death, his
bequests were large in the aggregate and widely extended. No
difference of religious opinion affected or governed his philan-
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thropy. Though he was a zealous, attentive, and conscientious
worshipper in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and willingly
united to advance and sustain its influence, yet his tolerant piety
was always ready to befriend the religious efforts of those of other
persuasions. From among many instances of this enlightened spirit,
which the history of his life affords, one may be mentioned ; that
of his prompt donation of ten thousand dollars and a lot of ground
for the erection of a Methodist Episcopal Church in the district of
Moyamensing, which, he had learned, it was the desire of a number
of that persuasion to establish. * Fervently do we supplicate our
heavenly Father,” said the pastor and congregation, on receiving
his generous gift, “to shower down upon you and your family the
blessings of the new and everlasting covenant, humbly trusting
that you may be spared many years to witness the great amount
of good which shall be done by the sound conversion of precious,
immortal souls, within the walls and under the roof raised by your
bounty.” He erected, at his own expense, a large and commo-
dious school in the same neighborhood, and gave it to the society
for the support of charity schools, prescribing only the conditions
that it should be maintained in good order, and that no exception
or preference should be shown in regard to the religious persuasion
of the children.

In the Institution of the Deaf and Dumb he was a liberal bene-
factor, and its active and efficient President. To the corporation
of the city of Philadelphia he secured two annuities, each of five
hundred dollars, to be applied forever to the purchase of fuel and
the supply of soup to the poor. But especially to an institution
of widely diffused and judicious beneficence was he particularly
devoted,—the American Sunday-School Union. As early as the
year 1791, a “First day, or Sunday-School Society,” had been
established in Philadelphia, and those who united in the enterprise
were of different denominations of Christians. In 1817, a more
extended society was formed, with a view to promote the establish-
ment of Sunday-schools, not in the city only, but in the villages in
the country. The operation and influence, however, of these asso-
ciations were quite local, but they suggested the idea to the pious
men who were united in them, that a new and more general or-
ganization might be formed to concentrate the efforts of Sunday-
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school societies throughout the United States, to disseminate useful
information, to supply teachers and missionaries, and to circulate
moral and religious publications in every part of the land. The
grand principle of this Union was, that, as the essential truths of
Protestant Christianity are held in common by all evangelical
denominations, such as Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregationalists,
Episcopalians, Lutherans, and others, religious people, whatever
might be their particular creed, might well unite to advance them;
and that missions and agencies might be established, and books
might be supplied from a common fund, and under & united organi-
zation, which would secure the confidence of all. In the year 1824,
this excellent system was undertaken in Philadelphia, and resulted
in the establishment of the American Sunday-School Union. While
the beneficent object appealed strongly to the charitable sensibili-
ties of Mr. Beck, its plan of liberal religious toleration, harmony,
and co-operation was particularly in accordance with his own views
of Christian duty.

He entered zealously into it. He became at once an active
manager, and subsequently one of its Vice-Presidents. He was
a large contributor to its pecuniary means during his lifetime and
by his will. Very soon after its establishment, he consented to be
its Treasurer, which post he continued to hold for eighteen years.
In addition to his general duties, as a Manager and Vice-President,
he superintended its finances with particular ability; and before
death terminated his philanthropic duty, he had the satisfaction to
see its revenues so largely increased as to diffuse its missions, its
schools, its libraries, and its books to an extent far beyond what
his sanguine hopes had contemplated when he ‘entered upon the
benevolent enterprise. It may well be supposed that his associates
mourned his loss. “For eighteen years,” they said in a letter to
his son, “ he was associated with us in the management of the
Union, and during all that period, until his unavoidable retirement
from active life, he was never absent from his place, nor delayed
the discharge of any of its claims.”

The personal habits of Mr. Beck were simple and unostentatious;
nor did they undergo any change in this respect, when fortune had
placed him among the wealthiest of the citizens of Philadelphia.
His life was devoted from first to last to his family, his business,
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and liberal philanthropic undertakings. He was twice married,—
at first to Margaret Parker, a descendant of the Swansons, Swedish
settlers previous to the arrival of William Penn; and afterwards
to Mary, daughter of Job Harvey,* a member of the Society of
Friends, and a much-respected citizen of the State of Delaware.
Of his children, by these marriages, but two survived him, Henry
Paul Beck, and Dr. Charles Frederick Beck.t Of his surviving
grandchildren, two reside in Philadelphia, Dr. Paul B. Goddard,
and the Rev. Kingston Goddard,—both being of distinguished
professional reputation. In the year 1842, the health of Mr. Beck
began to fail, so as to oblige him to withdraw from the public
social intercourse which, until then, he had cultivated. He gradu-
ally declined during the two succeeding years, and finally expired,
at his residence in Market Street, on the 22d day of December,
1844. His body was at first deposited in St. Paul’s Church, and
subsequently removed to South Laurel Hill Cemetery, where his
surviving sons have placed the remains of their parents. He had
directed that the ceremonies of his interment should be conducted
in the plainest manner; and that, in lieu of the expenditures usual
on such occasions, the sum of three hundred dollars should be dis-
tributed among the poor, but charged, by his executors, as “ funeral
expenses.” A large concourse of persons, however, were present,
anxious to pay the last tribute of respect to a fellow-citizen whom
most of them had long known and truly esteemed. The following
notice, from the pen of one of these, and written at the time,
expresses sentiments, in the justice and truth of which all will
concur:—

“The blameless life of Mr. Beck; his useful and enlarged
public charities; his benevolence exhibited in a multitude of
private acts, that only have their record in heaven or in hearts
that have been cheered thereby, secured to him a respect and an
interest beyond that which his great wealth could secure. Yet

* His grandfather had emigrated, with others, from Derby, Derbyshire, England, in the
year 1697, and founded with them the village or town now called Darby, a few miles from
Philadelphia.

+ Dr. Beck died at Rome, Italy, February 13th, 1859, after & brief illness, having left
Philadelphia in the month of June preceding, for the recovery of his health. Dr. Beck had
previously visited Europe, after the completion of his collegiate and medical studies, and
where his tastes for scientific pursuits were much improved. He left no children.
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wealth, the result of his skill as a merchant, created for him neither
envy nor hostility. He had acquired it by no extortion; and the
means by which he gathered his property, served to enrich thou-
sands, and enable the families of the industrious to rejoice in gains
arising from employment which his liberal enterprise provided.
He was liberally-minded; and, in the improvement of his own
estate, had ever in view public convenience and the embellishment
of his native city. Many of the great schemes of benevolence, in
Philadelphia, owe much of their success to his munificent encour-
agement, and some enjoyed his personal supervision as long as his
health would permit. His death will be mourned by thousands,
and his good deeds held in continued, grateful remembrance.”

GREGORY T. BEDELL, D.D.

Dr. BepELL was an eloquent and popular clergyman of the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church. He was born in Staten Island, October
28th, 1798, and graduated at Columbia College, New York, in
1811, His father was Israel Bedell, and his mother was a sister of
the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, D.D., Bishop of Virginia.
Soon after leaving college he commenced preparation for holy
orders, and was ordained Deacon, by Bishop Hobart, on the 4th of
November, 1814, within one weck after he had attained the canoni-
cal age. In the summer of 1815, he accepted the rectorship of the
church in Hudson, on the North River. In the latter part of the
vear 1818, he left Hudson, and removed to Fayetteville, N. C.,
bhaving been invited to assume the duties of rector of the church in
that place. Here he remained successfully occupied in the labors
of his profession for more than three years, when he was induced,
from declining health, to seek a more northern residence. On his
return to his native State, he made a short visit to Philadelphia,
and during his stay of a few days arrangements were made for the
erection of a new church, of which he was to be the rector. The
comer-stone was laid September 9th, 1822, and it was consecrated

4
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May 31st, 1823. From this period until his death, Dr. Bedell con-
tinued to officiate in St. Andrew’s Church, and the parish, during
his whole ministration, experienced great prosperity. None could
have heard him preach without remembering and appreciating the
peculiarities of his oratory. His death took place on the 30th of
August, 1834. Notwithstanding the feeble health of Dr. Bedell,
but few clergymen have accomplished so much as he did in the
same space of time. In addition to the various labors connected
with his station as rector of a large parish, and to those growing
out of the interest he. took in the public institutions of the church,
he wrote and published many works. And it is but an act of
justice to his memory to say, that whatever came from his pen was
creditable to him as a scholar as well as a clergyman.

REYV. JOSEPH BELCHER, D.D.

Ta1s gentleman died in Philadelphia on the 10th July, 1859, in
the sixty-sixth year of his age. He was born in Birmingham,
England, April 5th, 1794, and emigrated to this country in 1844,
where he commenced his services in the Baptist Church. Dr.
Belcher was a man much known in England among the literat:.
He was a personal friend of Robert Hall, the greatest of all Eng-
land’s preachers, and in this country we have the fullest and most
complete collection of his writings edited by Dr. Belcher, and pub-
lished by the Harpers of New York. The number of his publica-
tions reach nearly two hundred, many of which have attained
enormous circulations. Among these may be mentioned “ The
Life of Whitfield;” « Life of William Carey, Missionary to India ;”
“The Life of Andrew Fuller,” published by the American Baptist
Publication Society; and the “Life of Robert Hall,” published by
Harper and Brothers, of New York. His «History of Religious
Denominations” also sold enormously, 10,000 copies having been
disposed of in a single year in the State of Indiana alone. “Flavel’s
Fountain of Life,” « Sketches from Life,” the ¢ Baptist Manual,”
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and a vast number of similar works, which are household words in
thousands of Christian families, were also from the prolific pen of
this lamented writer.

He has also furnished many biographies for the “ American Na-
tional Portrait Gallery,” and he has written for Graham’s Magazine
a history of the State-House in Philadelphia.

His last work is now in press, It is a *“History of Hymns and
their Authors.” The good old man had just commenced indexing
his completed work when the hand of Death struck away his pen.
When upon his death-bed, alluding to his unremitting literary toil,
he said to his eldest son, “ When I was your age I tried to do the
work of five men. I am now paying the penalty of that task.”

ROBERT BELL.

THE original edition of “ Common Sense” was published in Phi-
ladelphia by Robert Bell, with whom it is said that Paine was then
employed as a clerk.” Robert Bell was a Scotchman, who came to
Philadelphia in 1766. He had been a partner as a bookseller in
Dublin with the facetious George Alexander Stevens. He was first
an auctioneer, and afterwards a bookseller in Philadelphia, where he
published Blackstone’s Commentaries by subscription in 1772, “a
stupendous enterprise for the times.” The Revolution broke up his
business, and he turned auctioneer again and peddler, dying at Rich-
mond, in Virginia, in 1784. He headed his auction announce-
ments, * Jewels and diamonds to be sold or sacrificed by Robert
Bell, humble proveditore to the sentimentalists;” and sought
subscribers to Blackstone with the invitation : * Intentional en-
couragers, who wish for a participation of this sentimental banquet,
ate requested to send their names to Robert Bell.”
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ANTHONY BENEZET.

MER. BENEZET, a philanthropist of Philadelphia, was born at St.
Quintus, a town in the province of Picardy, France, January 13th,
1713. About the time of his birth, the persecution against the
Protestants was carried on with relentless severity, in consequence
of which many thousands found it necessary to leave their native
country, and seek a shelter in a foreign land. Among these were
his parents, who removed to London in February, 1715, and, after
remaining there upwards of sixteen years, came to Philadelphia in
November, 1731. During their residence in Great Britain, they
had imbibed the religious opinions of the Quakers, and were re-
ceived into that body immediately after their arrival in this country.

In the early part of his life, Benezet was put apprentice to a
merchant; but soon after his marriage, in 1732, when his affairs
were in a prosperous situation, he left the mercantile business, that
he might engage in some pursuit which would afford him more
leisure for the duties of religion, and for the exercise of that
benevolent spirit for which, during the course of a long life, he was
so conspicuous. But no employment, which accorded perfectly
with his inclination, presented itself till the year 1742, when he
accepted the appointment of instructor in the Friends’ English
School of Philadelphia. The duties of the honorable, though not
very lucrative office of a teacher of youth, he from this period con-
tinued to fulfil with unremitting assiduity and delight, with very
little intermission, till his death. During the two last years of his
life, his zeal to do good induced him to resign the school which he
had long superintended, and to engage in the instruction of the
blacks. In doing this, he did not consult his worldly interest, but
was influenced by a regard to the welfare of men whose minds
had been debased by servitude. He wished to contribute some-
thing towards rendering them fit for the enjoyment of that freedom
to which many of them had been restored. So great was his sym-
pathy with everything capable of feeling pain, that he resolved,
towards the close of his life, to eat no animal food. This change
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in his mode of living is supposed to have been the occasion of his
death. His active mind did not yield to the debility of his body.
He persevered in his attendance upon his school till within a few
days of his decease. He died May 3d, 1784, aged seventy-one
years.

Such was the general esteem in which he was held that his fune-
ral was attended by persons of all religious denominations. Many
hundred negroes followed their friend and benefactor to the grave,
and, by their tears, they proved that they possessed the sensibili-
ties of men. An officer, who had served in the army during the
war with Great Britain, observed at this time, I would rather
be Anthony Benezet in that coffin, than George Washington with
all his fame.” He exhibited uncommon activity and industry in
everything which he undertook. He used to say that the highest
act of charity was to bear with the unreasonableness of mankind.
He generally wore plush clothes, and gave as a reason for it that,
after he had worn them for two or three years, they made comfort-
able and decent garments for the poor. So disposed was he to
make himself contented in every situation that, when his memory
began to fail him, instead of lamenting the decay of his powers,
he said to a young friend, ¢ This gives me one great advantage
over you, for you can find entertainment in reading a good book
only once ; but I enjoy the pleasure as often as I read it, for it is
always new to me.” Few men, since the days of the Apostles, ever
lived a more disinterested life; yet, upon his death-bed, he ex-
pressed a desire to live a little longer, * that he might bring down
self” The last time he ever walked across his room was to take
from his desk six dollars, which he gave to a poor widow, whom
he had long assisted to maintain. In his conversation he was
affable and unreserved; in his manners gentle and conciliating.
For the acquisition of wealth he wanted neither -abilities nor op-
portunity ; but he made himself contented with a little, and, with
a competency, he was liberal beyond most of those whom a bounti-
ful Providence had incumbered with riches. By his will, he de-
vised his estate, after the decease of his wife, to certain trustees,
for the use of the African school. 'While the British army was in
possession of Philadelphia, he was indefatigable in his endeavors
to render the situation of the persons who suffered from captivity
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as easy as possible. He knew no fear in the presence of a fellow
man, however dignified by titles or station; and such was the pro-
priety and gentleness of his manners in his intercourse with the
gentlemen who commanded the British and Getman troops that,
when he could not obtain the object of his requests, he never failed,
to secure their civilities and esteem.

Although the life of Mr. Benezet was passed in the instruction
of youth, yet his expansive benevolence extended itself to a wider
sphere of usefulness. Giving but a small portion of his time to
sleep, he employed his pen both day and night in writing books
on religious subjects, composed chiefly with a view to inculcate
the peaceable temper and doctrines of the Gospel in opposition to
the spirit of war, and to expose the flagrant injustice of slavery,
and fix the stamp of infamy on the traffic in human blood. His
writings contributed much towards meliorating the condition of
slaves, and undoubtedly had influence on the public mind in effect-
ing the complete prohibition of that trade, which, until the year
1808, was a blot on the American national character. In order to
disseminate his publications, and increase his usefulness, he held a
correspondence with such persons in various parts of Europe and
Anmerica, as united with him in the same benevolent design, or
would be likely to promote the objects which he was pursuing.
No ambition or covetous views impelled him to his exertions.
Regarding all mankind as children of one common father, and
members of one great family, he was anxious that oppression and
tyranny should cease, and that men should live together in mutual
kindness and affection. He himself respected, and he wished
others to respect the sacred injunction, “ Do unto others as you
would that they should do unto you.” On the return of peace, in
1783, apprehending that the revival of commerce would be likely
to renew the African slave trade, which, during the war, had been
in some measure obstructed, he addressed a letter to the Queen of
Great Britain, to solicit her influence on the side of humanity.
At the close of this letter, he says: *I hope thou wilt kindly excuse
the freedom used on this occasion by an ancient man, whose mind,
for more than forty years past, has been much separated from the
common course of the world, and long painfully exercised in the
considerations of the miseries, under which so large a part of man-
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kind, equally with us the objects of redeeming love, are suffering
the most unjust and grievous oppression, and who sincerely desires
the temporal and eternal felicity of the queen and her royal consort.”

He published, among other tracts, “ An Account of that part of
Africa Inhabited by Negroes,” 1762; «“ A Caution to Great Britain .
and her Colonies, in a short representation of the Calamitous State
of the Enslaved Negroes in the British Dominions,” 1767; *“Some
Historical Account of Guinea, with an Inquiry into the Rise and
Progress of the Slave Trade,” 1771; “ A Short Account of the
Religious Society of Friends,” 1780; *“ A Dissertation on the
Plainness and Simplicity of the Christian Religion,” 1782 ; « Tracts
against the Use of Ardent Spirits;” * Observations on the Indian
Natives of this Continent,” 1784.

In his work, ¢ A Caution to Great Britain and her Colonies,”
he quotes the Baron Montesquieu as saying,  that nothing more
assimilates a man to a beast than living amongst freemen, himself
a slave.”

To such an extent did Benezet carry his good will to every living
creature, that he regularly fed the rats in his yard to keep them
from stealing.

NICHOLAS BIDDLE.

THE progenitors of Nicholas Biddle were among the first settlers
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania ; of the former State, his ancestor,
William Biddle, was one of the early proprietors. Charles Biddle,
his father, was an active patriot during the Revolutionary struggle,
and under the Constitution of 1776, Vice-President of the Com-
monwealth, when Benjamin Franklin was the President. The
brothers of Charles Biddle, who, with like spirit, espoused the
cause of their country, were Commodore Nicholas Biddle, who was
blown up in the frigate Randolph, in a desperate and unequal
conflict with a British ship of the line ; Edward Biddle, who, having
served as a captain in the war of 1756, was a member of the first
Congress, in 1774, and during its session was seized with a fatal
malady, of which he some time after died ; and James Biddle, who



56 EMINENT PHILADELPHIANS,

held the office of Deputy Judge of the Admiralty, before the Revo-
lution, and after it, was appointed President Judge of the First
Judicial District. A near kinsman, Colonel Clement Biddle, served
with distinction under Washington, and enjoyed, in a high degree,
his confidence and friendship.

In 1778, Charles Biddle married Miss Hannah Shepard, of North
Carolina. The subject of this memoir was born on the 8th of
January, 1786, at Philadelphia. At the age of thirteen, he had
completed the course of study at the University of Pennsylvania;
he then entered Princeton College, where he took his degree in
his fifteenth year, dividing the first honor with a competitor of
maturer years. He then studied the law in Philadelphia, for three
years; but, being under the age for admission to the bar, he, in
1804, went to Europe, as Secretary to General Armstrong, the
United States Minister to France. He was present at the corona-
tion of the Emperor Napoleon, in Paris. '

At this time, the purchase of Louisiana and the indemnification
for injuries to American commerce were in progress, and young
Biddle, at the age of eighteen, managed the details with the vete-
rans of the French bureau, in whom his juvenile appearance and
precocious ability excited much surprise. Leaving the legation,
he travelled through the greater part of the Continent of Europe ;
to his classical attainments, he there added a thorough mastery of
the modern languages, which he retained through life. Arriving
in England, he became Secretary to Mr. Monroe, then minister at
London. An anecdote is told of his delighting Monroe by the ex-
hibition of a knowledge of the modern Greek, when, in the com-
pany of the English scholars at Cambridge, some philological
question arose relating to the present dialect, with which they
were unacquainted.

On his return to America in 1807, he engaged in the practice of
the law, and devoted a portion of his time to literary pursuits.
He became associated with Joseph Dennie in the editorship of the
Portfolio in 1811, and wrote much for it at different times. His
papers on the fine arts, biographical sketches, and critical essays
were written with great force and elegance, and exhibit a discrimi-
nating taste. He also penned various literary trifles, and wrote
occasional verses, with the taste of the scholar and humorist.
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When Lewis and Clark had returned from their explorations,
their journals and memoranda were placed in the hands of Mr.
Biddle, who prepared from them, and the oral relation of Clark, the
narrative of the expedition, and induced Mr. Jefferson to pen the
preliminary memoir of Lewis. It was simply conducted through
the press by Paul Allen, to whom the stipulated compensation was
liberally transferred, when the political engagements of Mr. Biddle
withdrew him from further attention to the work.

He was in the State Legislature in 1810, advocating a system of
popular education with views in advance of his times. It was not
until 1836 that the ideas broached by him were fully carried out
by legislative enactment. When the question of the renewal of
the charter of the old United States Bank was discussed in the -
session of 1811, he advocated the measure in a speech, which was
widely circulated at the time, and gained the distinguished ap-
proval of Chief Justice Marshall.

During the war with England, he was elected to the State Senate,
and gave a zealous and powerful support to the measures of the
national administration for carrying on the contest. He and all of
his brothers were now engaged in the service of the country—in
the public councils, the navy, the army, and the militia; of whom
Commodore James Biddle, Major Thomas Biddle, and Major John
Biddle gained particular military reputation. The youngest of the
brothers, Richard Biddle, during the war a volunteer at Camp
Dupont, afterwards settled at Pittsburg, and was for many years
an acknowledged leader of the bar in that city. He also repre-
sented that district in Congress, with great ability. He found
leisure for somre important contributions to literature ; his memoir
of Sebastian Cabot has been justly characterized by an eminent
critic as * one of the finest monuments of American research.”

After the capture of Washington, when an invasion of Pennsyl-
vania was expected, Nicholas Biddle, in the Senate, initiated the
most vigorous measures for the defence of the State.

Towards the close of the war, he replied to the address of the
Hartford Convention, by an elaborate report, which was adopted
in the Pennsylvania Legislature; a state paper which attracted
universal attention, and ‘added greatly to the reputation of its
author, In the successive elections of 1818 and 1820, he received

-~
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a large vote for Congress as the nominee of the Democratic party,
but was defeated by the Federal candidates.

In 1819 he became a Government Director of the Bank of the
United States, on the nomination of President Monroe, who, about
the same time, assigned to him, under a resolution of Congress, the
work of collecting the laws and regulations of foreign countries
relative to commerce, moneys, weights, and measures. These he
arranged in an octavo volume, entitled “‘The Commercial Digest.”

In 1823, on the retirement of Mr. Langdon Cheves, Mr. Biddle
was elected to the Presidency of the Bank, and to the conduct of
its affairs he thenceforth devoted all his energies. For many years
the institution was entirely disconnected from politics, and fur-
nished to the whole country equal exchanges and a sound and uni-
form currency, everywhere receivable, and immediately convertible
into specie. Beside the parent bank at Philadelphia, twenty-five
of its branches were established throughout the Union, and its
control was everywhere felt by the State banks. "Whatever politi-
cal objections may be urged against the existence of a national
bank, the eminent financial services which it rendered under Mr.
Biddle’s administration cannot be denied, and that the loss of these
services has not since been adequately supplied, seems to be amply
proved by the subsequent history of the American banking system.
The following view of the subject was taken by the Hon. Horace
Binney, in a debate in the House of Representatives in the year
1834: “The Bank of the United States has performed her great
offices to this people by the concurrence of two peculiarities which
belong to her—her structure, and her employment in the collection
of the public revenue. No State banks, by any combination, can
effect the required exchanges to any considerable extent. No
Bank of the United States, without the aid of the public revenue,
can effect them to the extent which the necessities of trade require.
The structure of the Bank of the United States contributed to this
operation in a way which every one may comprehend. The whole
circulation of the United States is employed in effecting the ex-
change of the crop and the merchandise of the country. It is
employed in transporting the crops to market, and merchandise to
the places of its consumption.

“Now, a national bank, with branches spread over the whole
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Cnion, knows, from experience and her means of observation,
where the amount of demand will rise and fall, and at what time
these dealings will occur. She knows, beforehand, where she may
with safety diminish her resources, and where she must enlarge
them. Wherever her resources are placed for use, it is the same
thing to the bank,—her profit is the same everywhere; and this
ability to give them the position which the trade of the country
requires, is sustained by, and in a great degree dependent upon,
her employraent as the depository of the public revenue. In this
character the bank receives the revenue, and holds it until the
time of disbursement ; and the knowledge which her accomplished
President and the Board of Directors obtain through their relations
to the Treasury, and by intimate acquaintance with the fiscal ope-
rations of the department, enables them to reconcile all the demands
of the Treasury, with all the demands of trade; at the same time
they preserve the whole currency of the country in that due pro-
portion to demand which makes it, and which alone makes it sound
and invariable. . . . . . Sir, the project of the Secretary of
the Treasury surprises me,—it is the clearly avowed design to bring,
a second time, upon this land the curse of an unregulated, uncon-
trolled State bank paper currency. . . . . . Ishould regard
that man as one of the greatest benefactors of his country, who
would devise, for the use of this people, some control over the paper
currency of the State banks, and relieve us from the perpetual
recurrence of constitutional doubts and party contention to which
the career of a Bank of the United States seems necessarily exposed.
Control of some kind is essential,—it is indispensable; there can
be no property, or what is the same thing, no security or uniformity
to its value, without it.”

President Jackson, at the commencement of his term of office,
declared his hostility to a renewal of the charter of the United States
Bank. In his first message, in 1829, he called the attention of
Congress to the subject, declaring “ that it could not too soon be
presented to their deliberation.” It was again brought forward in
his subsequent messages of 1830 and 1831. Our space will not
allow us to enter into the details of the political contest which
ensued. Mr. Biddle was, by his official position, placed in antago-
nism with his former political associates. In 1832, a bill for the




60 EMINENT PHILADELPHIANS.,

re-charter of the Bank passed both houses of Congress, but was
vetoed by the President. Notwithstanding the hostility of the
Government, and of the dominant political party, the Bank main-
tained its credit throughout the commercial world to the last
moment of its existence. The charter expired, by its limitation, on
the 3d March, 1836 ; and here ends the history of the last “ Bank
of the United States.” Its name, however, was afterwards borne,
with very different fortunes, by another institution. The stock-
holders of the late Bank received from the Legislature of Pennsyl-
vania a State charter, by an act entitled “ An Act to repeal the
State tax, &c., and to charter a State bank, to be called the United
States Bunk.” There was, at this time, no man living who enjoyed
a higher reputation as a financier than Nicholas Biddle. He was
urgently solicited to accept the Presidency of the new bank. He
assented, and continued at its head until March, 1839, when he
resigned and retired to a country-seat on the River Delaware, called
“ Andalusia,” which his wife had inherited from her father. At
the time of his resignation, the stock of the bank was selling at
one hundred and sixteen dollars a share, with other indications of
soundness and prosperity. Two years afterwards, however, it stopped
payment, assigned its assets, and was declared to be insolvent.
Whether the failure was attributable to causes incident to the
financial condition of the whole country, and the anomalous position
of the State bank ; or to measures pursued subsequent to, or during
the administration of Mr. Biddle, were questions vehemently dis-
cussed at the time, and which cannot, now, be reviewed within the
limits of this sketch.

‘The following succinct statement is from a biography of M.
Biddle, by an eminent citizen of Pennsylvania, published in the
last edition (1854) of the ¢ National Portrait Gallery:”"—

“The ¢ State bank,’ called the ¢ United States Bank,’ began and
ended its career in a period of general expansion, pver-trading, and
over-banking. When the destruction of the Bank of the United
States was decreed, it was the system of State banks,—not a specie
currency,—that was put forward as the efficient substitute. To the
State banks the public treasure was confided, and they were made
the subjects of continued favor and laudation from the President in
his messages, the Secretary of the Treasury in his reports, and the
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party presses that echoed the sentiments of the party leaders. The
‘Globe,’ the official organ at Washington, teemed with appeals to
the State Legislatures to create more banks, and any tardiness in
compliance was charged,—as everything, almost, was charged in
those days,—to the influence of ¢Biddle and the United States
Bank.’ ¢The State banks,’ said General Jackson, ¢ are found fully
adequate to the performance of all services required of the Bank
of the United States, quite as promptly, and with the same cheap-
ness.” ‘By the use of the State banks,” he repeats, in a subsequent
message, ¢ it is ascertained that the moneys of the United States can
be collected and disbursed without loss or inconvenience, and that
all the wants of the community in relation to exchange and cur-
rency, are supplied as well as they have ever been before.’
“ Under such vigorous stimulus the number of banks was more
than doubled ; the amount of what was termed ° banking capital’
more than trebled; the notes of banks in circulation rose from
61,000,000 to 185,000,000 of dollars; loans and discounts were
increased proportionally. The restraining influence once exercised
by the Bank of the United States was scoffed at as an odious and
obsolete oppression ; and President Jackson, in an annual message,
congratulated the State banks on the extinction of their former
‘enemy.’ State governments, too, caught the general contagion,
and issued bonds, contracted debts, and entered upon vast schemes
of lavish expenditure. In vain were warning voices raised. Daniel
Webster declared in the Senate, ‘ We are in danger of being
overwhelmed with irredeemable paper, mere paper, not represent-
ing gold and silver ; no, representing nothing but broken promises,
bad faith, bankrupt corporations, cheated creditors, and a ruined
people.’ Henry Clay predicted that, ¢ There being no longer any
sentinel at the head of our banking establishment to warn them by
its information and operation of approaching danger, the local in-
stitutions, already multiplied to an alarming extent, and almost
daily multiplying, in seasons of prosperity will make free and un-
restrained emissions. . . . . Inordinate specilation will ensue,
debts will be freely contracted, and the explosion of the whole
banking system will be the ultimate effect.” We recur now to
these events not in a captious spirit of censure, but in justice to
one upon whom it was afterwards sought to charge the conse-



62 EMINENT PHILADBLPHIANS.

quences of a system which he always combated, against which he
openly protested—the very opposite of that established and per-
fected by his efforts, under which the country so long enjoyed a
sound and uniform currency, based upon and always convertible
into gold and silver. In the perilous condition of things to which
we have adverted, the United States Bank of Pennsylvania had
even more danger to encounter than other State institutions. Its
unwieldy capital was forced to seek investment in every part of
the country, in stocks, loans, bonds, and like securities, which,
when the crash came, went down, and carried the bank down with
them. Whether its fate could have been averted by Mr. Biddle,
if he had continued in the direction of its affairs, we do not under-
take to decide. He had never been found unequal to any crisis;
and his tact, and skill, and fertility in resources might have warded
off some of the blows that proved most fatal. That his efforts
could have availed in the later, as they had in the former trials of
the bank, can neither be certainly affirmed or denied. Specula-
tion upon what might have happened, if events had been other
than they were, is mostly very fruitless.”

After Mr. Biddle’s retirement from the bank, he delivered two
addresses before the Agricultural Society of Philadelphia County,
of which he was the President, and discussed some topics of public
interest through the press; he earnestly advocated the resumption
of payment of the State interest, and the admission of Texas to the
Union ; but his health was broken, and he died on the 27th of
February, 1844, of a disease of the heart, aged fifty-eight years.
He had married, in 1811, the daughter of John Craig, one of the
old merchants of Philadelphia, eminent for wealth, integrity, and
public spirit ; this lady, whose virtues insured the happiness of his
domestic life, survived him for some years. His character was
marked by great energy and resolution. Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, a
political opponent on the bank question, in his sketch of the late
war, says: * Nicholas Biddle was as iron-nerved as his great anta-
gonist, Andrew Jackson, loved his country not less, and money as
little.” His manner was peculiarly attractive; it was not a display
of artificial graces, but the natural expression of a genial nature
and cultivated mind, and it had a powerful influence over those
with whom he was associated. In youth, the beauty of his person
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was remarkable, and time dealt gently with it; he was fond of
exercise on foot and on horseback, and though hospitable, his per-
sonal habits were simple and abstemious. He was aleading mem-
ber of many societies and public institutions for useful and benevo-
lent purposes, and his private charities and benefactions were as
liberal as they were unostentatious. He was an ardent advocate
of the improvement of his native State, and aided in the prosecu-
tion of the most important public enterprises. The Hon. Wm. F.
Packer (now the Governor of Pennsylvania), in a speech in the
State Senate, advocating the connection of Philadelphia with the
Lakes, said : * This, sir, was the favorite project of Nicholas Biddle,
of your city; and whatever may be said of him as a politician or a
financier, all agree that on questions of internal improvement and
commerce, he was one of the most sagacious and far-seeing states-
men in this Union. His fault was, if fault it be, that he was
twenty years in advance of the age in which he lived. Sir, his
towering mind enabled him afar off to

~—— ‘8ee the tops of distant thoughts,
Which men of common stature never saw.’

Had he lived and maintained the strong hold which he once had
on the affections of Philadelphia, that city would long since have
been placed, in relation to the trade I have attempted to describe,
where New York and Boston now are.”

His taste was formed upon the classic models with which his
studies and travels had rendered him familiar; to it the city owes
two of the finest specimens of Grecian architecture—the United
States Custom-House (formerly the United States Bank), and the
Girard College—the plans for which were adopted at his instance.
He delivered many speeches and addresses, and his style was re-
markable for purity, terseness, and vigor. 'We cannot afford room
for any of his prose compositions, but the following playful verses
are a specimen of his talents in their lighter vein. Soon after he
had entered upon the duties of the presidency of the bank, the
request of a lady for a poetical contribution was thus refused. It
may be taken as his farewell to the Muses :—
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“ 70 MISS —,

“Time was when to see thee, fair lady, alone,
‘Would wake into rapture this bosom of stone;
But now thy command, all unchanged as thou art,
Cannot kindle the fancy, nor soften the heart.
So unequal our fates, since that scythe-bearing Time,
Appeased by thy beauty, provoked by my rhyme,
Though be folded his wings, and muffled his tread,
And passed without touching a hair of thy head,
As he came by my farm, cut me down to a Cit,
And dispersed my small stock of Merinos and wit.
If you deem this & pretext made up for my wife,
Pray, look at my dwelling, and think of my life.
Not a mummy wrapped up, in his pyramid hall,
Nor the toad that lived on for whole years in a wall,
Nor the famed iron-mask, breathed more dulness and gloom
Than I,—when inclosed in my vast marble tomb;
*Midst vaults of damp stone, and chests of cold iron,
That would quell all the fancy of Shakspeare or Byron.
Alas! had the ancients, who so much surpass us,
In their pure, golden age, fixed a bank on Parnassus,
What a model of wisdom and pleasure to follow :
Only think now, to sign one’s bank notes like Apollo!
But that rake of Olympus,—too happy to rove,—
Would have scorned to make money and cease to make love;
And the Muses,—whose sex condescends to protectors,
Have a true female scorn of all sorts of directors.
'Tis fiercely avenged though, for banks, where they know it,
Have a horror that leads them to shun every poet;
And since the first rhyme, the Muses’ fond votary
If ever he's trusted, soon goes to the notary.
Even ], sainted ladies! who fixed on my farm,
Though you never would visit me, wisbed you no harm,
Even I would exchange, shall I dare to confess t’ ye all,
For one sheet of bank-notes, the whole guire celestial.
I prefer my last schedule of number one debtors
To the writings of all the republic of letters,
My ¢ much esteemed favors from Paris,’ to those
Which brought on poor Helen an Iliad of woes:
Nay, two lines of bad prose, with a good name upon it,
To the tenderest fourteen ever squeezed in a sonnet.
Why, I would not accept,—not for Hebe's account,
The very best draft on Helicon’s fount ;
Nor give,—this it grieves me to say to their faces,—
More than three days of grace to all the Three Graces.
Then the ‘ music of spheres,’ can it thrill through the soul,
Like kegs of new dollars, as inward they roll;
And Cecilia herself, though her lyre was divine,
Never gave to the world notes superior to mine.
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But we've parted in peace now, I never shall quarrel

If my branches, like Daphne's, won’t sprout into laurel;
And renouncing illusions, at last find content,

In that simplest, sublimest of truths,—six per cent.;
While the Bank is my goddess, its desks are my altars,
Aund all my ‘fine frenzy’ is spent on defaulters.

So unless, like the sculptor of old, in this stone

You can breathe inspiration as pure as yoar own,

Be it mine, while no scribbling your tablet defaces,

To keep out of your books, but keep in your good graces.”

COMMODORE NICHOLAS BIDDLE.

NiceorAs BIDDLE, one of the patriots whose lives were sacrificed
in the cause of American Independence, was born in Philadelphia,
on the 10th September, 1750. (See Life of Nicholas Biddle, Presi-
dent of the U. S. Bank.)

His bold and adventurous spirit led him to adopt a sailor’s life,
at the age of fourteen, in spite of the dissuasion of his friends. It
was not the mere boyish inclination, which is so often extinguished
as soon as it is indulged, but a strong, abiding passion, prompted
by his great natural qualifications for that sphere of action. While
yet very young he made several voyages, and, through assiduous
attention, joined to a peculiar aptitude, he soon became a thorough,
practical seaman. In 1765, he was cast away upon an uninhabited
island, near the shoal known to mariners as the Northern Triangles.
He remained there with a few companions for two months, before
relief reached them, suffering extreme privation and hardship.

In the year 1770, when a war was expected between Great
Britain and Spain, in consequence of the dispute about the Falkland
Islands, young Biddle, then twenty years of age, went to London,
where, through the influence of friends, he received an appointment
8 midshipman. The dispute with Spain being peacefully adjusted,
and Arctic exploration presenting then, as now, attractions to
enterprising spirits, he entered, as a volunteer, on board the Carcass,
Captain Phipps, in an expedition in search of the Northwest Passage.
Itis worthy of remark, that a like spirit had induced another youth

to join the expedition in the same manner: this shipmate was after-
5
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wards England’s greatest naval hero,—Horatio Nelson. The vessels
penetrated as far as the latitude of eighty-one degrees and thirty-
nine minutes, and encountered all the perils incident to Arctic
navigation. Biddle kept a journal of the voyage, which was after-
wards lost with him. The commencement of the Revolution gave
a new direction to his career. Quitting the British navy, he hastened
home, and enlisted with ardor in the cause of his country. His
first appointment was to the command of the Camden galley, for
the defence of the Delaware; from which he was soon transferred
to the command of the brig Andrew Doria, of fourteen guns, and
took part in the expedition against New Providence. Before leaving
the Delaware, a characteristic incident occurred. Some deserters
from his ship were arrested, and lodged in prison, at Lewistown.
An officer was sent on shore for them, but he returned with infor-
mation that they, with other prisoners, had got possession of the
jail, and some fire-arms, and swore that they would not be taken.
A guard of militia surrounded the building, but were afraid to
break open the door, the prisoners threatening to shoot the first
who should enter. Captain Biddle, accompanied by a midshipman,
immediately went to the prison, and calling to one of his deserters,
whose name was Green, ordered him to unbar the door; he replied
that he would not, and that if any one attempted to enter, he would
shoot him. Biddle then caused the door to be forced, and entering
alone, with a pistol in each hand, he said to Green, who stood
prepared to fire: “ Now, Green, if you do not take good aim you
are a dead man.” Daunted by the bearing of their officer, the
resolution of the mutineers failed, and the militia coming in secured
them. They afterwards declared that it was Captain Biddle’s look
and manner that had awed them, for that they were determined to
kill him when he came into the room.

About to put to sea, on this cruise, he wrote from the Capes to
his brother, Judge Biddle: “I know not what may be our fate ; be
it, however, what it may, I will never cause a blush in the cheeks
of my friends or countrymen.” By his activity, he inflicted much
injury on the commerce of the enemy, and intercepted a number of
their transports, bound for the seat of war; among others, two
vessels containing four hundred of the Highland troops of the
British army. Such were his vigor and success in taking prizes,
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that, when he arrived in the Delaware, he had but five of his
original crew left with him,—the rest having been put on board
captured vessels, and their places supplied by men who had entered
from the prizes. This made so great a demand upon his personal
vigilance, that for many days before he got into port, he had not
left the deck of his ship.

One of his officers, Lieutenant Josiah, while in charge of a prize,
was taken by the British, and subjected to very rigorous treatment.
Captain Biddle wrote an indignant letter to Admiral Howe, say-
ing: «If, sir, you see fit to maltreat a noble and patriotic young
officer, whom the fate of war has placed in your possession, rest
assured the law of retaliation will be resorted to by me.” By the
proceedings of Congress on the Tth of August, 1776, it -appears
“that a letter from Captain Biddle to the Marine Committee was
laid before Congress and read : whereupon, Resolved, that General
Washington be directed to propose an exchange of Lieutenant
Josiah for a lieutenant of the navy of Great Britain; that the
General remonstrate to Lord Howe on the cruel treatment Lieute-
nant Josiah has met with, of which the Congress have received
undoubted information.” In consequence of these proceedings, the
exchange was effected.

Towards the end of the year 1776, Biddle was appomted to the
command of a frigate, lately built at Philadelphia, the Randolph, of
thirty-two guns. He sailed from Philadelphia in February, 1777.
Many of the prisoners in the vessels captured by Biddle had volun-
teered to serve under him, and, being short of hands, he had shipped
a considerable number of them. They had formed, it afterwards
appeared, a plot for taking possession of the ship, and soon after
leaving port they broke out into open mutiny. Biddle, who was as
remarkable for physical strength as for courage, seized the ring-
leaders with his own hands, and with the aid of his officers and the
well-affected portion of his crew, completely subdued the mutineers.
After refitting at Charleston, he made a successful cruise, capturing
anumber of vessels, among them the True Briton, of twenty guns.
Returning to Charleston, the authorities of South Carolina added
to his command four small vessels of war of that State, one of them,
the Moultrie, of eighteen guns. With this squadron he proceeded
upon a cruise to the West Indies. 'I'wo days before the engage-
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ment now to be related, Captain Blake, a brave officer, who com-
manded a detachment of the second South Carolina Regiment,
serving as marines on board the Moultrie, and to whom we are
indebted (says Rogers, in his American Biography) for several of
the ensuing particulars, dined on board the Randolph. At dinner,
Captain Biddle said: “ We have been cruising here for some time,
and have spoken a number of vessels, who will no doubt give
information of us. As to anything that carries her guns upon one
deck, I think myself a match for her.”

On the afternoon of the 7th of March, 1777, they descried, in-
distinctly, a ship in the distance, which neared them at about seven
o’clock in the evening. The Randolph, being to windward, hove
to, as did the Moultrie, which was about a hundred and fifty yards
astern. The British ship fired a -shot, and hailed; she was now
seen to be a two-decker, and proved to be a ship-of the line, the
Yarmouth, of sixty-four guns. As she ranged up alongside, on the
weather quarter, her hail was answered with, « This is the Ran-
dolph,” and a full broadside. A desperate conflict ensued. The
position of the Moultrie was such that when she attempted to open
her fire upon the enemy, it unfortunately took effect upon the
Randolph. Biddle’s firing was very rapid ; his ship seemed to the
eye-witnesses to be in a continual blaze, giving three broadsides
for the enemy’s one. The action had lasted twenty minutes, when
the Randolph blew up with a terrible explosion. The two ships
were so near at the time that many fragments struck the Yarmouth,
and the American ensign was blown in upon her forecastle. Of
three hundred and fifteen men on board the Randolph, all perished
save  four sailors, who were picked up from a piece of the wreck.
These related that, at the beginning of the action, Biddle was shot
through the thigh, and it was thought that he was killed. But he
called out that he was little hurt, and had a chair placed on the
quarter deck, and continued to direct the fight till the moment of
the explosion. The official account of Captain Vincent, of the
Yarmouth, acknowledged a loss of five killed and twelve wounded,
and his ship was so much damaged that the Moultrie, and the other
small vessels which had before made sail, escaped. Such was the
great disparity of force and size in this action, that Cooper, in his
Naval History, declares that ¢ Victory was almost hopeless, even
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had all Biddle’s vessels behaved equally well with his own ship.”

We cannot but admire his desperate valor, in preferring the chances
of such a conflict to submission, even to a force so superior to his
own that a surrender would have entailed no disgrace.

Thus prematurely ended, at the age of twenty-seven, the brief
career of this gallant officer. Fenimore Cooper says of him:
“ Ardent, ambitious, fearless, intelligent, and persevering, he had
all the qualities of a great naval captain; and though possessing
some local family influence, perhaps, he rose to the station he filled,
at so early an age, by personal merit. . . . . His loss was
greatly regretted, in the midst of the excitement and vicissitudes
of a revolution, and can scarcely be appreciated by those who do
not understand the influence that such a character can produce on
a small and infant service.”*

The virtues of his private character were no less worthy of ad-
miration. He was a man of strict and temperate habits, upright
and liberal in all his dealings, and gentle and affectionate in the
social circle. A sincere Christian, his religious impressions had a
direct influence upon his conduct, which was governed by a pro-
found and constant sense of duty.

At the termination of his cruise, he was to have married a lady
of Charleston, to whom he had been for some time engaged. Among
the few memorials that remain of him, is his last will, which is
on record, in Charleston, South Carolina :— )

«J, Nicholas Biddle, do hereby declare this to be my last will
and testament ; that is to say, I give and bequeath unto Elizabeth
Elliott Baker, daughter of Richard Bohun Baker, of the State of
South Carolina, Esquire, the sum of twenty-five thousand pounds,
lawful currency of the said State; and the remainder of my estate,
whether real or personal, I do bequeath unto my mother, Mary
Biddle, of the State of Pennsylvania. But in case of her dying
without a will, I desire that such sums of money or property, of
what kind soever, as she may have received, or have been entitled
to receive, be equally divided between my brothers James and
¥dward, and my sisters Lydia McFunn and Mary Biddle, of the
State of Pennsylvania. And I do hereby appoint Thomas Farr

and Joshua Ward, of the State of South Carolina, Esquires, to be
my true and lawful executors.

* Cooper's Naval History, vol. i, 147.
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“In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this
12th day of January, 1776.
“ N1cHOLAS BIDDLE. [SEAL.]
“ Signed and sealed in presence of,” &c.

COMMODORE JAMES BIDDLE.

Jaues BippLE, a son of Charles Biddle, of Philadelphia (see
Life of Nicholas Biddle), was born on the 18th of February, 1783.
He had made considerable progress in his studies, and acquired a
taste for literature which he retained through life, when he left
the University of Pennsylvania, to enter the navy. He and his
brother Edward sailed as midshipmen in the President, under
Commodore Truxtun, in September, 1800, for the West Indies.
Edward Biddle, a youth of great promise, died during the voyage.
This event did not, however, abate the inclination for the sea of
his brother James. On the reduction of the navy, in 1801, he was
retained in the service. Early in 1802, he sailed in the Constella-
tion, under Commodore Murray, for the Mediterranean, on a
cruise against the Tripolitans. In 1803, he was transferred to the
Philadelphia, Captain Bainbridge. On the 81st October of that
year, the ship struck upon a rock, off the coast of Tripoli. After
every effort to get her afloat had failed, and all resistance to the
enemy’s gunboats had proved unavailing, Captain Bainbridge sur-
rendered his ship, and, with his officers and crew, was subjected to
a close and rigorous confinement. The known barbarity of the
Moors, in their treatment of Christian captives, excited much ap-
prehension for the fate of the prisoners. The family of young
Biddle proposed, through Sir Alexander Ball, the governor of
Malta, to effect his liberation by the payment of a ransom; but
he positively refused to take advantage of an arrangement by which
he alone would be benefited, and declared his resolution to share
the lot of his comrades. Their release was at last obtained through
negotiation, by the Government of the United States, after an im-
prisonment of twenty months. From this time he was constantly
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in active service; and at the commencement of the war with Great
Britain, he sailed from Philadelphia, in the capacity of first lieute-
nant of the sloop of war Wasp, Captain Jacob Jones. On the
18th October, 1812, after receiving some damage from a heavy
gale, the Wasp fell in with six British merchantmen, two of which
mounted sixteen guns each, under convoy of the sloop of war
Frolic, Captain Whyngates. Captain Jones immediately deter-
mined to attack them. The merchantmen sailed away, while the
Frolic waited for the Wasp, which bore down upon her on the lar-
board side. The Wasp commenced the action at about sixty yards
distance, maintaining the weathergage. The English fired with
more rapidity, the Americans with more precision and effect. Fi-
nally, Captain Jones ran his ship athwart the enemy’s bow, so that
the Frolic’s jib-boom came in between his' main and mizzen rigging,
and two of his guns entered the bow-ports of the Frolic, and swept
the whole length of her deck. After one broadside delivered in
this position, the conquest was completed by boarding. Lieutcnant
Biddle led the boarders; he and a seaman named Jack Lang were
the first to gain a footing upon the deck of the enemy. The con-
flict lasted just forty-three minutes. In this action, there was
almost a perfect equality of force, the Frolic’s armament slightly
exceeding that of the Wasp. It is cited by Sir Howard Douglass,
in his treatise on gunnery,—one of the highest British authorities,—
as a remarkable instance of American superiority in that art; an
acknowledgment that is in strong contrast with the elaborate mis-
representations by which some English cotemporary writers endea-
vored to palliate the reverses of their navy. One of the most
dishonest of the works composed with that object, and dignified
with the name of History, it is, perhaps, worth mentioning, was
written by William James, who for some time exercised the calling
of “ veterinary surgeon” in the city of Philadelphia; but the mor-
tality among his equine patients exposing him to imputations of
malpractice, he returned to his native land, and devoted his skill
to the studied depreciation of the exploits of American com-
manders. There is an exposure of some of his errors and misre-
presentations in two articles, from the pen of Fenimore Cooper, in
the Democratic Review, vol. x, A.p. 1842; and the Edinburgh
Review (vol. lxxi, A.n. 1840) condemns his “bitter and perse-
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vering antipathy to our transatlantic relations. . . . . Almost
every original remark made upon them by the author bears traces
of the unworthy feeling we have mentioned.”

Soon after the action between the Wasp and the Frolic, a British
seventy-four, the Poictiers, fell in with them, and Captain Jones
was obliged to surrender his ship, with her recent prize, and they
were taken into Bermuda. The officers, however, were soon libe-
rated by exchange. Lieutenant Biddle acquired great distinction
by his conduct in this action. Among other honors conferred on
him by his fellow-citizens and public bodies, were a sword from
his native State, a medal from Congress, votes of thanks, &c. He
was also immediately promoted to the rank of master-commandant,
and placed in charge of a flotilla of gunboats, for the protection of
the river Delaware, and soon after transferred to the command of
the Hornet sloop of war, which, with the frigates United States
and Macedonian, formed a squadron, under Commodore Decatur.
Soon after leaving New York, they were compelled, by the presence
of a superior British force, to put into the harbor of New London,
Connecticut, where they were closely blockaded. During this
period of inaction, what was considered as an overture from the
British officers, led to a negotiation for a ¢ challenge fight.” Com-
modore Decatur sent Captain Biddle to Sir Thomas Hardy, the
British commodore, to propose that the two American frigates
should meet two of his ships of the same class. It was found im-
possible, however, to obtain the assent of Sir Thomas Hardy to this
proposal. Captain Biddle did, however, succeed in adjusting the
terms for a meeting between his own sloop of war, the Hornet, and
the sloop of war Loup Cervier. These terms, however, did not
receive the unqualified approval of Commodore Decatur, because
they admitted, for the Loup Cervier, the advantage of a picked
crew from the other ships of the British squadron. Captain Biddle
instantly forwarded another proposal, so varied as to obviate the
objections of his superior officer; but, without returning any reply,
the captain of the Loup Cervier put to sea, and did not come back
again to that station. Such maritime duels are not, however, to be
commended. The aim in public warfare should be to use advantages,
not to neutralize them, by voluntary stipulations. There must be
incident, too, to such encounters an unnecessary and desperate pro-
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traction, leading to a useless waste of life, which does not attend
ordinary conflicts. The usual obligations of duty are thought to
be transcended, as appears from the fact that Captain Biddle, before
closing the negotiation on his own behalf, had deemed it proper to
obtain the assent of his crew; avowing that he considered the
national honor to be so peculiarly involved in the result of such a
meeting, that in no possible extremity should his ship be surren-
dered. This determination is characteristic not only of the indi-
vidual, but also of the transaction in which he was then engaged.

There being no prospect of an abandonment of the blockade,
and an escape from it being deemed impracticable, it was ordered
by the United States Government that the frigates should be hauled
up the river and dismantled ; the charge of them in this condition
being assigned to Captain Biddle, in the Hornet. To one of his
enterprising character, nothing could be more irksome than the
sphere of inactivity to which he had now been confined for nearly
seventeen months. He feelingly compared it to his long imprison-
ment in Tripoli; and urgently and constantly solicited permission
to attempt a passage through the blockading squadron, expressing
the most sanguine expectation of success. At length, the permis-
sion was yielded to his importunity. He instantly effected his
purpose; passing out unperceived through the British squadron,
on the night of the 18th November, 1814.

Being then ordered to join the East India squadron, he arrived
the first at the place of rendezvous, the island of Tristan D’Acunha,
on the 23d March, 1815. When about to cast anchor, a sail was
descried to the southward. Captain Biddle immediately stood
off from the land, placed himself upon the course of the other
vessel, and waited for her. The stranger, a British ship of war,
manceuvred very cautiously, and reserved her fire till within mus-
ket-shot distance. The conflict was *short, sharp, and decisive.”
Again it was the fortune of Biddle to demonstrate the superiority
of American gunnery. It was subsequently narrated, by the British
fist lieutenant, that his captain, Dickinson, after about fifteen
minutes’ firing, said to him, ¢ This fellow hits us every time; we
can’t stand his fire; we must run him aboard.” The attempt to
board was, however, ineffectual. The Hornet’s fire still told fear-
fully upon her antagonist, and one of the British officers called out
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that they surrendered. Captain Biddle ceased his firing, and,
standing on the taffrail, asked, “ Have you surrendered !” At this
moment two of the English marines fired at him from about twelve
yards’ distance. A ball passed through his neck, and struck him
down from the taffrail, but he refused to go below, and gave the
order to wear the ship round for another broadside, when a general
cry of surrender rose from the British ship, and she struck her
colors. She was the Penguin, a ship of the Hornet’s class, size,
and metal ; and she had been carefully fitted out to cruise for the
Young Wasp, a vessel somewhat heavier than the Hornet. Only
superior discipline and skill could account for the fact that, in an
action of twenty-two minutes, the Penguin’s mainmast was crip-
pled, her foremast and bowsprit shot away, and her hull so riddled
that it was not thought advisable to send her to the United States,
and she was therefore scuttled. On the other hand, the Hornet’s
principal damage was in the rigging, and, in a few hours, she was
again fit for service. The British historian, Sir Archibald Alison,
thus mentions the engagement: “ On the 23d of March, long after
peace had been signed, the Hornet met the Penguin, and a furious
conflict ensued, both commanders being ignorant of the termination
of hostilities. Both vessels were of equal size and weight of metal,
but the American had the advantage in the number and composi-
tion of her crew; and, after a desperate conflict, in the course of
which the brave Captain Dickinson was slain in the very act of
attempting to board, the British vessel surrendered, having lost a
third of her crew, killed and wounded.”*

It was a curious coincidence that, as after the capture of the
Frolic, Biddle soon fell in with a British seventy-four, the Corn-
wallis, which immediately gave chase to the Hornet. ‘The pursuit
was continued for three days. Though Captain Biddle was still
much debilitated by his wound, and his first lieutenant (Conner)
had been disabled in the late action, every expedient that nautical
skill could suggest was vigorously used to increase the Hornet’s
speed ; finally the anchors, boats, shot, guns, and every other heavy
article were thrown overboard. ‘The gigantic pursuer several times
got near enough to open fire, but did not succeed in overtaking
the Hornet. Fenimore Cooper says, in his Naval History, « Cap-

* Alison’s History of Europe, chap. Ixxvi.



COMMODORE JAMRES BIDDLE. 75

tain Biddle gained nearly as much reputation for the steadiness and
skill with which he saved his ship on this occasion as for the fine
manner in which he had fought her a few weeks earlier. In the
promptitude with which he had continued his cruise, after capturing
a vessel of equal force, the nation traced the spirit of the elder
officer of the same name and family, who had rendered himself so
conspicuous in the Revolution.”’

Captain Biddle put into St. Salvador on the 9th of June, 1815,
and there heard that peace had been made with Great Britain.

On his return to the United States, he was promoted to the rank
of Post Captain, and received the honors due to his gallantry from
Congress, his native State, and his fellow-citizens.

After the termination of the war he was constantly employed in
the ordinary routine of naval duty, which, though arduous and
important, presents few details of interest to the general reader.
He, at three different periods, held commands upon the coast of
South America, and displayed great ability and conduct in the com-
plex relations which then existed between the United States and
Spain and her revolted colonies. One incident, which occurred at
Valparaiso, excited at the time considerable attention. The govern.
ment of the United States had not yet recognized the independence
of Chili, and therefore the authorities omitted to notice the offer of
Captain Biddle to exchange the usual salutes on his arrival at Val-
paraiso in the Ontario. The Chilian navy was under the command
of Lord Cochrane, who had been dismissed from the British service
after being convicted of fraud in a conspiracy to affect the public
funds. Captain Biddle was about weighing anchor, to proceed on
his voyage, when Lord Cochrane desired him to submit to a deten-
tion in port until after the sailing of a secret expedition. For rea-
sons which he deemed sufficient, in view of the late omission to
salute his flig, Captain Biddle declined to accede to this request.
Immediately two ships of the Chilian navy slipped their cables, and
took up a position to command the mouth of the harbor. By all
on board of the Ontario it was understood as a menace. Biddle
instantly cleared for action, and bore down upon the ships placed
in his way. They suffered him to pass between them, and proceed
to sea without molestation.

Among special services rendered by him, we may enumerate that,
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in 1817, he took possession of Oregon Territory ; in 1826, he signed
a commercial treaty with Turkey; from 1838 to 1842, he held the
post of Governor of the Naval Asylum, at Philadelphia; in 1845,
while in command of a squadron in the East Indies, he exchanged
the ratifications of the first treaty with China, and acted as United
States Commissioner to that country; he also touched at Japan,
and made an earnest effort to conciliate, by kindness and forbear-
ance, its singular and exclusive people. From Japan he sailed to
California, and took command of the United States naval force in
the Pacific Ocean, then engaged in prosecuting the war against
Mexico. Immediately on his arrival at this station, his nice appre-
ciation of belligerent rights was exhibited, by the revocation of a
general blockade of the west coast of Mexico, which had been
declared by his predecessor, and the substitution of a blockade of
special ports, maintained by the presence of a competent force. It
is in conformity with this practice that a European congress has
since abolished * paper blockades,” and adopted the American
principle upon this subject.

He reached home in the month of March, 1848, worn with the
toils of long and faithful service, and, on the 1st of October following,
died at Philadelphia, aged sixty-six years. He had never sought
repose in exemption from duty, and, with unremitting zeal, his
whole life was devoted to his country.

Commodore Biddle was a well-read scholar, thoroughly conversant
with general literature, international and military law, the practice
of courts-martial, and the usages of the naval service. No man was
more exemplary in all the private relations of life. He never
married, and the affection of his warm and generous nature was
bestowed upon a large circle of relatives and friends. His manners
were marked by scrupulous refinement and delicacy. He was slight
in person, and it was by the force of an indomitable spirit that he
surmounted hardships and difficulties. His temperament was quick
and impulsive, but controlled by a strong sense of justice, and a
careful regard for the rights of others. Rigid in all the essentials
of discipline, he had none of the exacting spirit that vents itself in
minute and herassing attention to insignificant details. His cha-
racter commanded the respect, and won the affection of his officers
and his crew. Few men have more completely fulfilled the duties






A B

@//%/M

D










MAJOR THOMAS BIDDLE. 77

of their station in life; and he may be with truth cited as one of
the best examples of the American naval officer.

MAJOR THOMAS BIDDLE.

TaoMAS BIDDLE, a son of Charles Biddle (see Life of Nicholas
Biddle), was born at Philadelphia, on the 21st November, 1790. At
the commencement of the war with Great Britain, in 1812, he and
his brother John Biddle (still living, at Detroit, Michigan) entered
the army. In the report of a speech made at Philadelphia, in 1852,
by Lieutenant-General Scott, we find this mention of them :—

¢ Across your river Schuylkill, in 1812, I had the honor to form
a camp, when a regiment was prepared for the defence of the Canada
frontier. That regiment was composed almost entirely of Pennsyl-
vanians, and on the doings of that little band almost all my hopes
in this life depended. There I had the honor to meet some of the
finest young men the country ever produced. I may refer to the
Biddles,—Thomas and John,—who came out of the war majors,—
a distinction they were eminently deserving of, for their gallantry
and excellent service. The father of these Biddles, I recollect, was
a Revolutionary patriot, and the head of the Committee of Safety,
in 1814, when Philadelphia was threatened with invasion, when
vour houses were threatened with destruction, and the United
States Treasury was bankrupt. He was a noble man, and his
memory I will ever cherish. . . . . That Committee of Safety,
when the United States Treasury refused to pay a dollar, went and
borrowed funds, on their own credit, for the defence of your beau-
tiful city.”® In the 2d artillery,—the regiment thus alluded to
by its former Colonel,—Thomas Biddle held the rank of Captain.

His name first appeared,®with distinction, in Colonel Pike’s report
of an affair with the British and Indians, on the northern frontier.
At the taking of Fort George, and at the action at Stony Creek,
he was mentioned in the despatches of the commanding officers;

* Public Ledger, October 21st, 1852.
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and he was specially complimented in general orders, by Major
General Brown, for gallantry displayed in rallying the picket
guards, when surprised by the enemy, before the battle of Chip-
pewa. He was also distinguished and twice wounded in the
desperate action at Lundy’s Lane. “Captain Biddle was wounded
early in the action, but refused to quit the field,” says the official
report of General Brown. He was again wounded at the siege of
Fort Erie, and was brevetted for services rendered in the defence
of that post. The commanding officer, General Gaines, in a letter
written at a later period, recurring to the events of the siege, says:
«T witnessed the conduct of Major Thomas Biddle, then a captain
of artillery, in the principal battle at Fort Erie, August 15th, 1814,
as well as in the daily cannonade and bombardment which preceded
and for some weeks followed that trying conflict, in which Biddle’s
battery, like that of Towson on the left, and that of our lamented
‘Williams on the right, exhibited constant evidence of vigilant pre-
paration and skilful action. He kept it brilliantly lighted up
whenever the enemy’s fire appeared, through the deep darkness in
which they were enveloped, to mark the points of their position or
their approach ; and when the dawning light of day presented to
my view their left and last lingering column, broken, but endeavoring
to rally, I had the pleasure to find Major Biddle, with his field-
pieces, pressing forward among the foremost of our troops, near
the enemy, thereby contributing to hasten and confuse their retreat,
and at the same time to render it more destructive to them. His
conduct, as witnessed by me every day and night for more than
three weeks in the cannonade and bombardment of Fort Erie,
proved him to be an officer of great gallantry, vigilance, and merit ;
and I have no doubt that every intelligent officer, with whom he
has served, will concur with me in the opinion, that the position of
greatest danger, when known to be the post of honor and of greatest
usefulness, was, in war, the position of Major Biddle’s choice.”

On the close of the war, he was retaimed upon the peace esta-
blishment, and for some time was in command of Fort MifHlin, on
the Delaware. The hostilities with the Seminole Indians offering
an opportunity for active service, he applied for orders to join the
army of General Jackson, but did not receive them in time to take
part in the principal operations, owing to circumstances which are
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thus stated in a letter from him, dated Fort Scott, June 8, 1818,
“I reached here some days since, after traversing a dangerous and -
disagreeable wilderness, in pursuit of the army, for eight days. I
bave arrived too late to participate in the campaign. General
Jackson is a man of such astonishing promptitude and vigor, that
he has accomplished in a few days what any other man under the
canopy of heaven would have been months in performing. He is
certainly the most singular character in existence, a man sut generis;
there is no other like him. I find he has experienced some little
difficulty at Pensacola. I should have shared in all the interesting
events of the campaign, if I had had the usual voyage to Savannah ;
but instead of five days, I was twenty-one. I feel more mortified,
as all the service performed was with artillery, and if I had been
there, I should have ranked all the officers of that arm.”

In the year 182